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PUBLISHER’S MESSAGE

Aim & Objectives

Academic Research News is a Peer-Reviewed Journal (E-ISSN: 2584-167X) published
Bi-yearly (June — December) which is published by Maheswari Publishers, patronized by Pandian
Educational Trust, Virudhunagar, Tamil Nadu, India. Academic Research News aims to bring
down Academic Research to promote research support for the academicians and scholars in the field
of academic news related to research, indexing, ethical publishing and other related news. Research
through this academic medium motivates in all aspects of main and inter-disciplines of the core area
of study with authentic e-publication. Making Internationalization of Academic Research News in
the globalized world aids the scholarly community to gather knowledge on Academic Research in the
all fields of learning. The impudence and revelation of academic research on internet could foster
green printing and open access nature in the domain research. All of these motivate best distribution
of research that produces positive outcomes for the betterment of research and education and the
unification of the people in our world. In achieving the aim, our journal Academic Research News
has been created.

Disclaimer

Academic Research News E-ISSN: 2584-167X is committed to research Ethics and consider
plagiarism as a crime done to the original author. So, the authors are advised to follow academic
ethics with respect to acknowledgment of quotations from other scholarly works. The Publisher &
Editors will not be held responsible for any lapse of the provider regarding plagiarism in their
manuscripts. The submissions must be original, must accompany the declaration form stating the
research paper as an original work, and has not been published elsewhere for any academic or
research purpose. The contributor will be liable for such lapses on any legal issues and publication
ethics. Contact: president @pandianeducationaltrust.com other information. For Institutional
Subscription contact the publisher.

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Academic Research News is a Peer Reviewed Journal which is committed to academic
research, welcomes academicians, scholars and students all over the world who to advance their status
of academic career and society by their scholarly ideas in all the field of academic studies. Research is
to establish, substantiate facts, restate previous works and to resolve issues. An active venture to
endow cogent approach to these types for educational reformations through academic research has
become the central intent of the journal to bring down scholarly articles to the academic world.
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Maheswari Dharmalingam

Pandian Educational Trust (TN-32-0003213),

Maheswari Publishers, (The publishing unit of PANDIAN EDUCATIONAL TRUST- TN-32-0003213)
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Virudhunagar- 626001, Tamil Nadu, India.

Mobile: +91 8526769556,

email: editorptjts@pandianeducationaltrust.com,
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Psychology of the Creator in the Poems of Gnanakoothan

Dr. R. Aarthi, Assistant Professor of Tamil, Karpagam Academy of Higher Education,
Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu, India.
ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6639-2228

Abstract

Psychology is the study of how a man behaves in society, his activity, intelligence,
memory, forgetfulness, etc. Psychology and literature are closely related. Literature emerges
from the inner feelings of the poet. Feelings like beauty, love, kindness, etc., which are deeply
embedded in a poet's intuition, are expressed through poetry. In this work, the author's
psychology is needed to know the mood of the poet. The aim of this article is to highlight the
sentiments truly embedded in the poems of Jnanakuthan, who is admired as a poet of
darkness.

Keywords: Psychology, Literature, Psychology, Gnanakkuthan Poems, Thoothu, Vaanam.
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uewL_Liumreri 2_erailwish) GBTaHleV @5 TeOTdSIn gD 60T &allens a6

peweaut 1. QY isH, s 2 el iGurrdAflwi, sHusd 2 wissaid $ywsb, GarubyssTT, SUPHT®), @)bSw.
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9} 1i16)) &5 ()b LD

P05 LWTHOT FUPSTUISHIV BL 5 —CIBTOTEBL  LITEIE YUl GIFwsDLIT(),
YDYSHIW6IT, BlewTUTDDTE), 1M GLITTDDUSHDON BTl QYImiienGs 2 6maiuss).
2 el )SGL BVSBISHIDSGL CYB(5BIBNS GC)STL L) 2 60T (Revsbsluid Heilspeollssr
2_aireme_enri FHaTTsl GlouslLiLIBlh. s HNHN VT YBYWTT sV DYLPIOTS  LISES) 155 ELD
YLPSHMTI6Y FHTH6V, Y6ITL], H (5N, LPHVT6IT 26T/ 6YH6N BUeWFHUITI Gled6n]LiLI(B)B]6oT160T.
B)iswr_1iflsv saflsperllssr wermlswsy ymlus Liswr Limeri 2 _erailuis G&emerLiL)(h)ssormenT.
Blmersrswrw  Hallepi 6TodT GLITDDLILIBILD EBTVTSIn FB50T HeNSHHMV 26060 101L1TS5G6)
LIBNEH 155D 2_ 60Tl 6)F6W6 6T(H5H/WTLILIGCSE ()L (RewTuflsdr GIBT%HLOTSS YeMLOB|DS/.

GOILLFCFTDSEET. 2 araiwis), @evsdlwipd 2 arailig)d, EHTaTHEIm $556T Hallewsse6r, T,

6UT6ITLD.

LpSTERIEDT

S Qs eueridFAuyd, wasefledt ygiwevidfud ygidbsalmwssa alll L gi.
Yglssallensseflsy sramih STl Fuilewest SeVBISTT suTisemssaflsTy], 2 ererensd 2 ererLily
TP BTV SLLGHHV  FHaTHE0lGaTn  Fesfldgeud  GQsrent @) pewTen  HallEhi
EHTTHInSHH6T. WIyssallens LY Lsssalmssaflsy LgCaTanisams 6lauaflCls et
aupbgeui. @eufler salldhgibens L LiuTeri 2 _erallwed ChroHHle QY rmileusTds @)EsEL (Hewr
S|WLOEIBTM .
2 erailwed

2 oraflwsy eredTLG  eTwHL UDY  HPWEmiquw  SewDwrs  allars @ElSTnS.
weflgeflest  werd  eTeusurm  OGFwLLIBSIDG, 6TSHMBW  Couswersafled sThHalSHLTS
QeuafllliL®Fmg  eTeiTUDS S rTIuEs 2 arailluie)  FIWOWTGHLD. ells  LesTddler
6T6D0T630T 16135 66T U LD, BL_HEMSHEHMETILLD N ETHYE | 2 _emailwisd eTeorLILI(h)LD.
‘weflgLaTFClFweOLITHH6T GDISSH GauefliL(Bid &HTD BLGeND )dIUIDUSENET T TU|LD
g Plailwed gewm 2 eralluwisy stermy Sflwr HaHrTdl 2 sralwsy (Sfwr yarrdl, (1998) upm)
alleTéasd  HHAMSI. RHLSTSET  FUYPSTWSHH BLbFH OCl&TeTEHD iFHh YUt
CFwesvLT(hsE6T, HMleysHBmedr, BlewssreurmHmev, MG CUTSTHEMaUSHD6TS HewT(h T TiieuGEs
2 arailwsy. 2 erallwe weaflsaflsr L smsemuw HBluyb @b ailehehTarallulsvmr@Ld. Loevflsesfer
oeuThlsarTed  CFwedL@b U ROWTEHS Fnl (hd SHeVeweusww Yrmujld Ymlailwisv
LTTen6aud @ 2 eTalliie) sTeuriGl L.

2 _eTHIGLPFFH6T sV6VF 2 TFelFwsVEHmaTLI LHM] D rmujd eflEhEhTesrid

wesfSgIenL_w L Gengemwl Y rTud eilehEhTssrid

SevfleaflsenienL_w 2 _srerd LHY) all¢hEpTevrib.

2 _erailweL 6TETLIGI 2 6TeTGHems B TTilbdgl HMlu|d aflehehTerLd
eTeuT o1& .. eurreir @GOG &SlsToTi. (pewerreui . Lgewntl, 2009 - HmeurssHszls0 2 _arailwisv)
Y miSlev ‘emaFdsrevgd’ (Psychology) sreiremiid GlFmsv o smalluisy sresrdlm Hullipd GFmsvedln @
Gprrergl. swashdsl (Phyche) Gsursev (Logus) opslwr @uessr(® Glempseaflest gn L masGeu
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MFHHTV] aUPBIGLILGHSI DS, DFHS YsTremalds GPEHGL HCrésd 6lFTs. GeTssen
eTedTLIg SMley eTedTm GUT(Haflsy au@pHd WHEMTH FHCrisd ClFTsL. ‘QyeiToTewsy HMlw|Ld
o Mlailwev (Science of the Soul) stetTLICs ewFEHTLE @ L1 GLIT(H6T. @) HHF ClFTLEMEV (LpF6dT
ysevrs ST LigdlGwrdgssv (Rudolf Geockle) Lwestu@gglerTi. (HUpF6FTsLeVETTS
wspurs, (1925, u. 598) 2 arallweney o6t yMlallwev, wer Blailwed, Herey Blewsv
g Plallwev, BLsHews YPlalluish 6TaT LIVBlEWVHTTS HWEhiHeT LT allarddHalsTneTi.
aflsvedlwid waFssv (William Mc Dougall) stestuisui o srafllwensy, ‘BLgewsulledt &TremInhidss,
BILHHENTH6T, BL GG (PewMHET QYdlwensy LHWIL LIGLILSTGLD eTTSIDTT. ‘2 erailuisv
6T6ITLIG| LO&vTIBevfledT BLSewsd LoMMID Wefls 2 mey Wewmasewears LDHDIL LG LiLSTEGLD eTevr
QevervL i 1y. G@rr wopmid edlev &Grm  (Lester D.Crow and Alice Crow) <,&1Gwri
g mIdleTmeti. (GfFFflwer, sHMeL wellgs euaridd) 2 erailwsv, (2009, 1.3) @)sTewmuw
STVSL L SFHe0 2 arallwensy  HeflQwrm — eflpliuls urLwrsl urLgFl L gSled
Gaidglsrearei.@evsHS W LewL_Liled WwrhB 6T 2 aTHleneVmHsiT, 6TTENTHIGET, GlF IS 6T
STrenTd Y FweunHmler jiglitenL_uilsy 2 eralluisd CHrHsle Qe BlshHsSHL 6lLMISHleTDeT.
uenL_Liurdflufler 2_erallwisd g rmulinGdarmg.
@evsawpd 2_erailwisyid

@evsAlwd, UL GG usoLliureflullesr weT eTWFFWTED 2 (HeUTHEHIn Lq WF).
uenL_Liurefluller weTplewsvemiws Yrrilaiens @eVsH WD 6T TLTRT 2 sTailuisy 6TaTm)
GOluLevrih. ‘wefls 2 srergdlesr 2 enriGeu sTeVLT HWlailWVEEHSGHLD, FHEW6EVSEIHELD
H(HeuewMWITS  aileThiGeug’ ells weTddler GeuallliLr®h HmeVEEHGGEHL & (HeUsHMIITS
IWEISBTDGI. ‘2 eTargFler auflpenmomewer Yy rriidlearn o eralluied @evsswid LnHBlu
TN WSTH @) (S (PLgUfLd’ 6T6edTm) Wkl FnmEldTDIT. @eVsSWSS NG 2 erailwisydhELd
CBmBIS W CBTL L] 2 T 6TOTLISHEWST euTLpHeMSLILIL LD LigliLg B)e0dbSuib, eurpdhends
6TeiTLIg) 2 6TemGemspll GUflgId Frihgl HeOHEIMGI 6THTD FnHMTL HMWlweVTLD. ((LpewevTou
a.ugewt], 2009, Sl meurFssslsL 2_srailwisd)

@evsSwd, 2 srallwemevs GureGeu wefls waTsSler LeTWadF ClFwHUT L L

ueCaum Blewevseafled sTHSSHIE ST HEIMSI’ 6Ter GresfiGleusvrd @)evdsslwd @ Lo

2 smallwgls@d 2 6Ten GGTL e BHT6iTsTE uMSLILDBGHIUTT. (S).&.BLJTF60T,

2008, Fmermiieyds Hewev, L1.91)
uewL_Liumeri 2_ereflwied

uenL_Liurefluller uswL iewu, Absewetewwt yflhgh CaTsreugdled uswLLiLimeritler
2 omalliis) 2 SHeuFMGI. LIHL LILITOTET SH65T 6TeWTenTHIGHENET, all(HLILIBISZENET, eN]LIcMBISeNET
IWILalss @)6TLgIeTL 2 _anTiayseweri LUTsSrts uenL Lifley Llrgluedssd ClF s meir.

semeliuemL LiLfled Qpbs OLT(HeTHemeTujld s LosdflFer eTedTm  (Lpswmuiled

HEMEEHEUIIGT LT 2 _ewrieysemerujd 2 eralluis) QY rriiFflenw Qyrmws piqujd’ erewr

colipmii(® FmmuSlpmi. @euGr ‘uswLliumeriser Brotlwsy GCeFweur’ Bs Sifly

QEsTevTLauisenrs @) BUUT eTereyb Fmmudmmri. (wewesreur a.uyewmfl, 2009,

S HursFss5Fled 2 erailuisy)
uspL_Liurefluiledt 2 _erer 2 _swriaysemer GleuaflliLihsHsID allgdhensg QY rTileug LeHL LILITETT
2 erailwsy sTearliLi(Hb @)sueusnasuilsy @) menTenio Hailehi stear GUTHDLILIBILD 65 T6T SHdn 65T
sallengsHewer LswL_LiLTeri 2_srailwis cypevid LilsiTauHLommi &HrentGumiD.
EB 6T T 55 65T

EHTHInSHH6T  Fnped (pewm GCuGerl L wrsll uriliugh@ —sTaflewwwimss
Garmmid ClaTedTLTepih WSy D SEHMOUWITS  HDWHDHH. PH W)  6TTM)
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CFTLeVLILIRD allaguid auTs Halmsully Hslw o Hausems CHOIGTTL GI. FiaienT
slpsEsallensd ST ITS WTTSSHWPLE) yslw sallsTayusubisamer  Seurg salleng
UTESMHESHS SBSS-
CLpH (S HEVITEITTLY

Flewewt 2 _6V&ELD 6TedTM GILITHIS HewsVLILIL L 67 sailengsefled cpd@d Hevrewtmiy &GLp
allphbsgl sToTm CBTLBIGD @ SHalewsuiled, HeuTewiTly VUM FbhS 2 VHSHMS
urid@o CGurgl Bret uTTgg THSS CHHbsH6T gL Coum wrFlflwrs GsfEmEI. g5 C@®
J&H UTaTD dml_ QP (PIgITs Blewsw 6TadT uHefSHSLICUTH  DUHBG6T @) (HHELD
THTTEHBHTH CeuafliLBGEpri. salleng @misluilsy,

2 L [bF SMTERTTIewW 2_HMILI LT dCSHesr

BTl B)BbSGI 2 oL L1L|

Aol yafuiler uL_gewg Cumsv (gpm.s.u.170)
B)sueurm| HERTENVTTIY 2 WL BB IPewsd TALUGCHTH FHailews pyHmgl. @)HeTepsvld o
UTLPHMSHUND (L &G Paubleur® GlFwensoujd FALILSSOTEOOU|L ST LITTSHSDTT 6TETLIG|
SPlw 1Py Sng).
OFEJUE Ty

TG JYILSS JjILaId. IbS BlHDe| BLEG Fnl LS G)HHHOTD.
B BHSTVID Hews HL_bgG (B Hevsevgl wPHG el B CurulmUiGuUTD yeTTev HallEhi
Sbs LUTHIewL HalledSWTH a1lg66DLSEHIGTOTTI .

s wr? ofLr? gL wr? CGsruileor?

eredrer a1 GUITdpTelresrm)

6TevoTeuvtlds & TeuT(H) BT Bl6dT ) (Hdhewasullsy

9 Carasomis eurenwid HmbLHeui sTevTestL_Lb

seTmI CHearmios) GlFeTnMiT

eTedTewT LT 2 VLD Liri @)gi. (€5T.5.1.140)
IBHTOUG HYSTHTL euTpalled BL SBHH Tnlgll @(h BHDey STeT B)H. Herewer GBThd
sTewsCuwr Casla eupueuenrll LUTTdHE @eui CaslasliGumeug SewLwr? efLT? oL LOT?
Garuilevr? eTadTm  Blewesrdg506lE Tty (HHSGHDEUTH Heui ergayb Gaslswmed GClFsLaLD
Bl&Lpem6r Blewesrd gl LjsVIDL|LD Lo6vT 2_ewTiemeu GleueaflliLid L usearmi.
Uifleflesr Guiwi

DI Y&EHTVGHIV GuflwalTsEhdsd@ WLHID s FnlgsTs @) (HHDSH. 6eTT6V
SHCLTSH| S eMEITaU(HHGHLD TS FnlqUISTH 2_6TeTgl. LM LV CHIBIsefls) HITLUSMSBSH ST
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Abstract

This paper examines the role of women writers in shaping the development of South
Asian literature from the mid-twentieth century to the present day. Moving beyond the early
nationalist and postcolonial frameworks that often marginalised female experiences, this
study argues that women writers have fundamentally redefined the literary canon by centring
domesticity, sexuality, and the psychological interiority of women. The paper traces the
evolution of women writers from Attia Hosain and Ismat Chughtai, who challenged
patriarchal norms, to contemporary global voices such as Arundhati Roy, Kamila Shamsie,
and Jhumpa Lahiri, who engage with transnational identities, political violence, and the
diasporic condition. Through a thematic analysis, the paper explores how South Asian
women writers have navigated the complex interplay of tradition and modernity, using
language as a tool for resistance. Key themes include the politics of the home, the
reclamation of the female body, and the negotiation of religious and ethnic identities. The
discussion also considers the critical reception of these works, highlighting how feminist
literary criticism has evolved to appreciate the distinct aesthetic and political contributions
of these authors. Hence, the paper contends that South Asian women’s writing is not a
supplementary category but a vital and dynamic force that continues to challenge hegemonic
narratives and offer new ways of understanding the region’s multifaceted cultural history.

Keywords: South Asian Literature, Feminist Literary Criticism, Postcolonial Studies, Gender
and Sexuality.

Introduction

The literary traditions of South Asia, encompassing the rich and diverse cultures of
India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, and Nepal, have long been a site of profound cultural
and political expression. In the twentieth century, the postcolonial literary canon was largely
defined by male authors, who often framed the national experience in terms of public history,
political struggle, and the grand narrative of nation-building. However, a parallel and equally
significant tradition has flourished, one that places the experiences, consciousness, and
creativity of women at its centre. The emergence and evolution of women’s writing in South
Asia represent an intervention in literary history and offer a necessary counter-narrative that
challenges the patriarchal assumptions embedded within both colonial and nationalist
discourses.

The work of pioneering writers such as Attia Hosain, Ismat Chughtai, and Rashid
Jahan in the mid-twentieth century laid the groundwork for this literary revolution. These
women often wrote within the context of the independence movement and the subsequent
Partition, daring to articulate the unspoken realities of women’s lives—their desires, their
frustrations, and their confinement within the rigid structures of family and community.
These early voices were not merely descriptive but were inherently political, “subtly but
persistently questioning the sanctioned roles for women in a rapidly changing society” (S.
Khan 45). Their work was often met with censure and controversy. However, it succeeded in
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establishing a new literary space where the personal could be explored with the same
seriousness as the political. The field of South Asian women’s writing has expanded
exponentially, both in its geographical scope and in its thematic complexity. The
contemporary landscape is populated by globally recognised authors like Arundhati Roy, who
won the Booker Prize for The God of Small Things, and Kamila Shamsie, whose novels
engage with contemporary geopolitics and the legacies of war. Furthermore, the literature of
the South Asian diaspora, exemplified by writers like Jhumpa Lahiri and Monica Ali, has
added new dimensions to this tradition, exploring the hybrid identities and fractured loyalties
of migrant communities. This paper argues that, despite diverse contexts, a central thread
unites these authors: a concerted and sustained effort to reclaim the female voice from the
margins of history and to articulate a more complex and nuanced vision of South Asian life.
This is not merely a literature of complaint but a literature of agency, creativity and profound
insight.
Domesticity and the Politics of the Home

The early phase of modern South Asian women’s writing, particularly in Urdu and
English, was profoundly shaped by the political upheavals of the 1930s and 1940s. Writers
like Attia Hosain and Ismat Chughtai brought the domestic sphere into sharp literary focus,
transforming the home from a site of passive femininity into a complex arena of power,
resistance, and psychological drama. For these authors, the drawing-room, the Kkitchen, and
the zenana (women’s quarters) were not merely settings. However, they were themselves
potent symbols of the patriarchal order that sought to confine women’s mobility and agency.

In her novel Sunlight on a Broken Column (1961), Attia Hosain masterfully depicts
the life of Laila, a young Muslim woman in a feudal household in northern India. The novel
is a sensitive exploration of the conflict between tradition and modernity, as Laila navigates
the expectations of her conservative family against the backdrop of the nationalist movement.
Hosain’s narrative is significant because she chooses to centre the emotional and intellectual
life of her protagonist, showing how the grand events of history are filtered through the
personal experiences of women. As a critic observes, Hosain “refuses to separate the politics
of the nation from the politics of the family, showing how the two are inextricably
intertwined” (Rao 112). The novel does not simply condemn the feudal system but rather
uses Laila’s growing awareness to show the slow, painful process of self-emancipation within
the very structures that seek to contain it.

Similarly, Ismat Chughtai’s work, particularly her famous short story “Lihaaf” (The
Quilt), published in 1942, was a landmark in its frank exploration of female sexuality. The
story, which depicts a relationship between a begum and her female servant, caused a scandal
upon its publication and led to charges of obscenity. Yet, as a contemporary scholar argues,
Chughtai’s intent was not obscene but rather to expose the profound loneliness and sexual
deprivation that could exist within the confines of a traditional marriage (G. Kumar 88). By
focusing on the illicit relationship, Chughtai challenges the silence surrounding female desire
and critiques the hypocrisy of a society that upholds the purity of women while ignoring their
emotional and physical needs. The home, in Chughtai’s rendering, is a place of hidden
realities, where the veneer of respectability masks a world of intense, suppressed emotions.
This focus on the domestic as a site of profound literary investigation established a crucial
precedent for later generations of writers, who would expand this scrutiny to encompass not
just the home, but the female body itself.
Reclaiming the Body and Sexuality

A central and enduring theme in South Asian women’s writing has been the
reclamation of the female body from the twin forces of colonial and patriarchal control. The
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body in these texts becomes a powerful symbol of both oppression and resistance, a territory
women must fight to control and define for themselves. This theme takes on various forms,
from the silencing of female desire to the physical trauma of violence, and it is explored with
increasing boldness by writers who refuse to let women’s physical experiences remain
unspoken.

The celebration and exploration of female sexuality are arguably the most radical
aspects of this project. Writers like Shobhaa Dé in India, and Taslima Nasrin in Bangladesh,
have courted controversy by writing candidly about female desire, challenging the notion that
a woman’s body exists solely for the pleasure or reproductive purposes of men. Dé’s novels,
often set in the urban, cosmopolitan worlds of Bombay’s elite, feature protagonists who are
unapologetically sexual and ambitious. While some have criticised her work as superficial, it
is significant for popularising a new kind of female protagonist who is firmly in control of her
own body and destiny (Menon 101). This act of literary agency is, in itself, a political
statement, breaking the age-old taboo that women’s bodies and desires are not fit subjects for
public discourse.

However, this reclamation also takes a more sombre turn when addressing the
systemic violence against women, particularly in contexts of communal conflict and war. The
literature surrounding the Partition of India in 1947 provides a particularly harrowing
example. The violence of Partition was marked by mass abductions, rape, and mutilation of
women, and for decades, this trauma was largely relegated to historical silence. Women
writers have played a crucial role in breaking this silence. In novels like Cracking India
(1991) by Bapsi Sidhwa, the protagonist, Lenny, witnesses the escalating communal tensions
and the brutalisation of her ayah, Shanta. Sidhwa does not flinch from depicting the violence,
but she does so through the lens of a child, which adds a layer of painful innocence and
incomprehension to the horror. As one critic puts it, Sidhwa “forces the reader to confront the
reality that the body of the woman became the literal battleground upon which the war of
Partition was fought” (S. Nair 77).

This tradition of writing about the body continues with contemporary authors who
address sexual violence, domestic abuse, and the societal policing of women’s physicality.
These works are not mere sensationalist accounts but are sophisticated literary explorations of
power, vulnerability, and resilience. By giving voice to the traumatised body, these writers
perform an act of testimony, challenging the cultural amnesia that often surrounds crimes
against women and insisting on their place within the historical record.

Tradition, Modernity and the Construction of Identity

The negotiation of tradition and modernity forms another central axis of South Asian
women’s literature. Women writers have consistently grappled with the conflicting demands
of modern, often Western-influenced, individualism and the deep-rooted pull of family,
community, and religious tradition. This conflict is particularly acute for women, who are
often cast as the symbolic guardians of cultural authenticity, a role that can be profoundly
restrictive.

This dynamic is nowhere more vividly explored than in the literature of the South
Asian diaspora. Writers like Jhumpa Lahiri and Monica Ali capture the experiences of first-
and second-generation immigrants who must forge new identities in a foreign land. Lahiri’s
short story collection Interpreter of Maladies (1999), for instance, is a masterclass in
portraying the quiet crises of diasporic identity. Her characters often exist in a state of in-
betweenness, caught between their parents’ expectations and the pressures of their new
environment. The marital and familial tensions in stories like “A Temporary Matter” or “Mrs.
Sen’s” reveal how the immigrant experience intensifies traditional gender roles, as women
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are often left to preserve the cultural home while their husbands navigate the public world of
work (Chakraborty 134). Lahiri’s prose is understated yet powerfully conveys the profound
sense of displacement and the search for belonging that characterise the modern immigrant
experience.

Monica Ali’s Brick Lane (2003) offers a similar, albeit perhaps more explicitly
political, exploration of identity. The novel follows Nazneen, a Bangladeshi woman in
London, who is forced into an arranged marriage with a much older man. As she gradually
navigates the city’s urban landscape, she begins to question her traditional role and to
discover her own desires. The novel is not just a story of personal liberation but also a
commentary on the politics of multiculturalism and the pressures exerted on minority
communities. Ali’s work highlights how for women in these communities, the pull of
tradition can be a powerful form of social control, and the journey towards modernity is often
fraught with guilt and the fear of communal ostracism (N. Islam 58). The literature of the
diaspora thus provides a vital perspective on how the binaries of tradition and modernity are
not fixed but are constantly being redefined and contested in the spaces of migration and
cultural contact.

This theme is equally relevant for writers living in South Asia, who confront similar
tensions in a postcolonial context. Arundhati Roy’s The God of Small Things (1997), for
instance, is a devastating critique of the rigid social hierarchies and the oppressive nature of
tradition in Kerala. The novel’s central tragedy is the love affair between Ammu, a divorced
woman from a Syrian Christian family, and Velutha, an untouchable. Roy unflinchingly
exposes the brutality with which the community polices its members, particularly its women,
to maintain the illusion of social order. The novel shows that tradition, in this context, is not a
benign force but a violent one, deployed to enforce caste and gender norms. Roy’s intricate
narrative technique, which folds time and memory, underscores how the past is not past but
remains a living, painful presence that shapes the possibilities for women in the present.

The Politics of Language and Form

Beyond their thematic innovations, South Asian women writers have also made
significant contributions to the politics of literary language and form. The choice of
language—whether to write in a vernacular tongue, in English, or in a hybridised mixture of
the two—is a deeply political decision. For many writers, the act of writing itself is an
assertion of identity and a challenge to the hegemony of English, which is often seen as the
language of colonial power and elite privilege. However, the use of English has also been a
powerful tool for reaching a global audience and for translating South Asian realities for the
world. Writers like Arundhati Roy and Kiran Desai have demonstrated how English can be
subverted and indigenised, carrying the rhythms, idioms, and cultural weight of their regional
roots. Roy’s prose in The God of Small Things is a prime example of this, as she infuses her
English with Malayalam words, phrases, and cadences, creating a unique literary language
that is both global and profoundly local (Dhawan 210). This practice, often called
“chutnification” by Salman Rushdie, allows these writers to create a new literary form that
refuses to be contained by the stylistic norms of the former colonial power.

This linguistic hybridity is not merely a stylistic flourish; it is a political and aesthetic
strategy that reflects the complex, multicultural reality of modern South Asia. As one scholar
notes, the use of such linguistic strategies “allows the writer to create a space that is at once
familiar and alien, mimicking the experience of the diasporic or postcolonial subject who
lives between worlds” (P. Singh 167). The novel’s form has also been a site of innovation.
Many women writers have eschewed linear, realist narratives in favour of more fragmented,
non-chronological structures that mirror the fractured nature of memory and trauma. This
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formal experimentation, seen in the works of writers like Githa Hariharan and Sunetra Gupta,
is a deliberate aesthetic choice that challenges the conventions of the traditional novel and
provides a more fitting vehicle for the complex psychological and historical experiences of
their female protagonists.
Critical Reception and Future Dimensions

The critical reception of South Asian women’s writing has evolved significantly over
the decades. Early critics often approached these works through the lens of sociological
realism, valuing them primarily as documentary evidence of the condition of women in South
Asia. While this approach yielded valuable insights, it often overlooked the aesthetic
complexity and literary sophistication of the texts. More recent scholarship, however, has
moved towards a more nuanced analysis that incorporates feminist theory, postcolonial
studies, and postmodern narrative theory. Contemporary critics have increasingly focused on
how these texts function not just as mirrors of society but as active participants in its
construction. Scholars are now examining how women writers engage with and subvert
patriarchal and nationalist ideologies. For instance, the figure of the “new woman” in the
literature of the 1990s and 2000s has been a key area of study, with critics exploring how this
figure is both a product of globalisation and a resistant agent within it (A. Das 201). The
scholarship has also become more attentive to the intersections of gender with other axes of
identity, such as caste, class, religion, and ethnicity, leading to a more complex and
intersectional understanding of the literature (S. Majumdar 89). Looking to the future, the
field of South Asian women’s literature is vibrant and continues to expand in exciting new
directions. The rise of digital publishing and social media is giving voice to an even wider
range of writers, particularly younger writers. These urban women are experimenting with
new forms of storytelling, including blogs, graphic novels, and digital poetry. Furthermore,
the literature is increasingly engaging with contemporary global issues, such as climate
change, the refugee crisis, and the politics of surveillance, demonstrating its continued
relevance and vitality. The challenge for future scholarship will be to continue broadening the
canon, to include texts from a wider range of languages and regions, and to develop
theoretical frameworks that adequately capture the richness and diversity of this literary
tradition.
Conclusion

The journey of women writers in South Asian literature is a powerful testament to the
enduring power of the written word as a tool for resistance, self-expression, and social
change. From the quiet subversions of Attia Hosain to the global acclaim of Arundhati Roy,
these writers have fundamentally altered the literary map of the region. They have refused to
accept the roles assigned to them by tradition, and they have used their pens to explore the
vast and complex interior worlds of women, worlds that had long been ignored or trivialised.
By focusing on the politics of the home, the reclamation of the body, the negotiation of
identity, and the innovation of language and form, they have created a body of work that is
not only aesthetically significant but also profoundly political. The literature discussed in this
paper demonstrates that the personal is, indeed, political. The stories of Laila, Ammu,
Nazneen, and countless other characters are not merely individual narratives; they are part of
a larger collective story about the struggle for selfhood in the face of powerful social and
historical forces. These writers have given voice to the voiceless, asserting that the
experiences of women—their joys, sorrows, desires, and traumas—are worthy of the highest
literary art. In doing so, they have challenged the grand narratives of nationalism and
postcolonialism that so often excludes the female subject. Their work insists that any true
understanding of South Asian society must include the perspectives and contributions of its
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women. Moreover, the ongoing evolution of this literature, particularly in the diasporic
context, reveals a dynamic, fluid tradition that continually responds to new pressures and
opportunities. As it moves into the twenty-first century, South Asian women’s writing
continues to engage with the pressing issues of our time, from religious fundamentalism to
global capitalism, always maintaining its focus on the human cost of these systems. This
literature remains a vital source of insight, empathy, and critical thought, challenging readers
to reconsider their assumptions about gender, culture, and identity. The voices of these
women, once marginalised, are now an indispensable part of the global literary conversation,
and their contributions will continue to shape our understanding of South Asia and the world
for generations to come.
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Abstract

The world of Tamil literature is vast and expansive. Within this realm, examining
literary works from a research perspective is highly rewarding. Tamil literature boasts many
creators who offer readers fresh insights day after day. Among them, Tamizhachi
Thangapandian stands out as a notable female writer. The natural environment serves as a
significant theme in the works of this writer from Tamil Nadu. Tamilachi Thangapandian
articulates this situation within its proper context. New movements emerge to address
societal issues only after they arise and escalate; meanwhile, the advancement of technology
facilitates environmental pollution and degradation. It is against this backdrop that the
concept of ecology has emerged Ecology serves as a key component in emphasizing a lifestyle
in harmony with nature and the importance of environmental conservation. Ecocriticism is
the study of the relationship between literature and the natural environment. This research
article examines and discusses through an ecocritical poin of view on the issues such as the
pollution of natural elements (trees, air, water, land, and open space) and the threats facing
the natural world.

Keywords: Ecology, Works, Tamilachi Thangapandian, Criticism.
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Abstract

The shift towards outcome-based Education (OBE) has altered the situation of higher
Education by demanding a corresponding transformation in assessment practices. This paper
argues that the traditional, often intuitive, method of setting examination questions is no
longer sufficient to measure the complex learning outcomes expected of graduates in Arts
and Science disciplines. The challenge lies in designing questions that move beyond the mere
recall of factual information to assess higher-order cognitive skills such as analysis,
synthesis, and evaluation. This paper proposes a structured framework of parameters to
guide the creation of such questions. It delineates a set of core principles that includes
cognitive rigour, disciplinary authenticity, and constructive alignment, and translates these
into practical parameters for question design. For the Sciences, the focus is on parameters
that assess experimental design, data interpretation, and problem-solving. For the Arts, the
emphasis is on parameters evaluating critical analysis, contextual understanding, and
creative synthesis. The paper further explores the challenges of implementation, including
faculty development and the logistical difficulties of marking, before concluding with a
discussion of the critical role of feedback loops in refining the question-setting process.
Ultimately, this paper contends that a systematic, parameter-driven approach to question
setting is essential for ensuring that assessments are valid, reliable, and effective instruments
for measuring and promoting genuine learning.

Keywords: Outcome-Based Education, Assessment Design, Higher-Order Thinking,
Question Setting, Disciplinary Pedagogy.

Introduction

The modern university is no longer a place for the passive transmission of knowledge.
The prevailing pedagogical philosophy, known as Outcome-Based Education (OBE), has
shifted the focus from what the teacher teaches to what the student can do by the end of a
programme of study (Spady 12). This profound shift has placed assessment at the very heart
of the educational process. It is not merely a concluding event but a fundamental component
of the learning cycle, providing evidence of student achievement and, when designed
effectively, a powerful driver for learning itself (Boud and Falchikov 400). The core of this
transformation rests on the design of assessment tasks, most critically the questions posed to
students in formal examinations. In the arts and science disciplines, these questions must be
meticulously crafted to serve as valid measures of the specific, pre-defined learning
outcomes.

The problem this paper addresses is the persistent gap between the rhetoric of OBE
and the reality of examination questions. In many institutions, questions still predominantly
test lower-order cognitive skills, such as memorisation and simple comprehension, even
when the stated outcomes aim for higher-order abilities like critical thinking, problem-
solving, and creativity (Krathwohl 212). This creates a fundamental dissonance. A student
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can memorise a scientific formula or a historical date perfectly yet be entirely incapable of
applying that knowledge to a new problem or evaluating a historical source. This paper
argues that the solution lies in establishing a clear and practical set of parameters for question
setting. These parameters act as a guide for educators, ensuring that every question is
intentionally designed to elicit evidence of a specific learning outcome. The purpose of this
paper is to propose such a framework, outlining parameters that are rigorous, practical, and
adaptable to the distinct epistemological cultures of the arts and sciences. To achieve this, the
paper will first establish the theoretical foundations by linking the principles of OBE with
established theories of cognitive development. It will then propose a set of generic parameters
applicable across disciplines before delving into the specific nuances of question design for
the sciences and the arts. Subsequently, it will address the practical challenges inherent in this
approach, and finally, it will underscore the importance of a feedback loop for continuous
improvement. By moving from abstract theory to practical parameters, this paper aims to
provide a concrete guide for educators seeking to align their assessment practices with the
transformative goals of outcome-based Education.
Learning Outcomes to Assessment Questions

The connection between a stated learning outcome and an examination question is not
always direct. The bridge between them is built upon two key theoretical pillars: the structure
of cognitive processes and the principle of constructive alignment. Understanding these
foundations is essential before any practical parameters can be established. The most
influential model for understanding cognitive skills remains Bloom’s Taxonomy, particularly
the revised version by Anderson and Krathwohl. This taxonomy categorises cognitive
processes into a hierarchy: remembering, understanding, applying, analysing, evaluating, and
creating (Anderson and Krathwohl 45). A well-designed question must be mapped onto this
hierarchy to ensure it targets the desired level of cognitive rigour. For instance, if an outcome
requires a student to “critique a historical argument,” a question that asks them to “list the
main points of the argument” is fundamentally flawed. The former targets evaluating, while
the latter targets remembering. This misalignment is a primary source of invalid assessment.

The second pillar is the principle of constructive alignment, a concept championed by
Biggs. This principle posits that the curriculum, teaching methods, and assessment tasks must
be aligned with the intended learning outcomes (Biggs 27). In this model, the assessment is
not an add-on but the defining structure of the course. The question setter’s role is to create
tasks that require students to demonstrate the very outcomes that the teaching was designed to
cultivate. Constructive alignment demands that the question-answer process directly reflects
the stated outcome. Therefore, the primary parameter for any question is its demonstrable
alignment with a specific, predetermined outcome. This principle forms the bedrock of the
entire framework, guiding the design and evaluation of every assessment item.
Generic Parameters for Outcome-Based Question Setting

Before considering disciplinary specifics, it is useful to establish a set of generic
parameters for question setting in both the arts and the sciences. These are the fundamental
principles that ensure a question is valid, reliable, and fair. The first and most critical
parameter is constructive alignment. As established, every question must be designed to
provide evidence for a specific learning outcome. The question setter should be able to justify
which outcome a particular question is designed to assess. This parameter prevents the
common error of designing a “clever” question that lacks a clear educational purpose.

The second parameter is cognitive demand. Questions must span a range of cognitive
levels, from lower-order recall to higher-order thinking. An examination should not be a test
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of memory alone. It must include questions that require students to analyse, synthesise, and
evaluate information (Resnick and Resnick 15). A useful heuristic is to ensure that a
significant portion of the marks is allocated to questions that require applying knowledge to
new contexts or critically evaluating presented information. This parameter directly addresses
the need for assessments to measure deep, transformative learning.

Third is the parameter of authenticity and context. Questions should be framed in
contexts that are meaningful to the discipline. This does not mean every question must be a
“real-world” scenario, but it must be “authentic” in the sense that it reflects the kinds of
problems or questions that practitioners in that field would actually encounter. A history
question might ask students to evaluate a primary source, a task that is central to the work of
a historian. A biology question might ask students to interpret experimental data, a core skill
for a biologist. This authenticity not only enhances validity but also increases student
engagement.

The fourth parameter is clarity and precision of language. The question must be
unambiguous. The task expected of the student should be crystal clear. Ambiguous phrasing
can lead students to misinterpret the question, rendering their answers invalid evidence of
their learning (Johnston 89). Using precise command words is essential. For example,
“analyse” implies a different task than “describe” or “criticise.” A question that asks a student
to “discuss” a topic is notoriously vague; a better question would specify the angle of the
discussion, for instance, by asking them to “evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of” the
topic.

The fifth parameter is accessibility and fairness. The assessment should not be biased
against any student group. The language and content must be accessible to all students who
have had the opportunity to achieve the learning outcome (Linn and Miller 102). This means
avoiding overly complex vocabulary that is not central to the discipline and avoiding
assumptions about cultural knowledge that not all students possess. A fair question assesses a
student’s knowledge of the subject matter, not their fluency in a particular dialect or their
familiarity with a specific cultural reference.

Parameters for Question Setting in the Sciences

The sciences, including the natural and physical sciences, are built on the principles of
empiricism, observation, and the scientific method. Consequently, the outcomes for science
students often focus on their ability to understand scientific concepts, apply them to solve
problems, design experiments, and interpret quantitative data. The parameters for question
setting must reflect these specific epistemic demands. A primary parameter for science
questions is the incorporation of experimental design and data interpretation. A question that
asks for the definition of a law or a theory assesses only recall. A more valid question would
present students with a novel experimental scenario and ask them to design a procedure,
identify variables, or predict the outcome based on their theoretical knowledge. For example,
a biology question could present a scenario involving a new drug and ask the student to
design an experiment to test its efficacy, including controls and methods for data analysis
(Handelsman et al. 58). This directly assesses the outcome of applying scientific
methodology. Another crucial parameter is quantitative reasoning and problem-solving.
Questions in the sciences frequently involve calculations and numerical problem-solving.
However, the parameter here is not just about getting the right number. A well-designed
question requires the student to: 1) identify the relevant scientific principles from a word
problem; 2) select and apply the correct mathematical model; 3) perform the calculation; and
4) interpret the numerical result in a scientific context. This was a key finding in a study by
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Wieman and Perkins, who argued that physics questions must move beyond plug-and-chug to
genuine problem-solving (56). A question that asks a student to “calculate the pH of a
solution” without a real-world context is far less effective than one that asks, “A biologist
finds a fish in a stream with a pH of 4.5 and is concerned. Calculate the concentration of
hydrogen ions and explain what this might mean for the fish’s survival.” Finally, science
questions must incorporate the element of scientific communication. A scientist is not only a
practitioner but also a communicator. Questions should therefore assess a student’s ability to
write clearly and logically about scientific topics. This could involve asking them to explain a
complex concept to a layperson, justify an experimental procedure, or write a brief
conclusion summarising the evidence from a set of presented data. This parameter assesses
the crucial outcome of communicating scientific ideas effectively, a skill often overlooked in
traditional testing.

Parameters for Question Setting in the Arts

The Arts and Humanities, which include literature, history, philosophy, and the fine
arts, are concerned with the interpretation of human experience, culture, and expression.
Learning outcomes in these fields typically centre on critical analysis, contextual
understanding, creative and critical thinking, and persuasive argumentation. The parameters
for question setting here must support the evaluation of these complex, often subjective,
skills.

The central parameter for the arts is the analysis and evaluation of primary sources
and texts. A history examination, for instance, should not simply ask for a narrative of events.
A well-parameterised question would present a primary source, such as a letter, a newspaper
editorial, or a painting, and ask the student to critically analyse its content, identify its bias,
and evaluate its usefulness as a historical source (Stearns 92). This assesses the student’s
ability to practice the historian’s craft, moving beyond mere content recall to the analytical
process of interpretation. The question itself must provide the raw material for the analysis,
ensuring that the assessment task is one of evaluation rather than recollection.

A second, crucial parameter is the emphasis on contextualisation and synthesis. A
single text or artwork does not exist in a vacuum. A higher-order question in the arts requires
the student to place a work within its broader intellectual, historical, or cultural context. For
example, a question in a philosophy course might ask a student to “compare and contrast the
concept of justice in the works of Plato and Rawls, and explain how each thinker’s
conception is a response to the social conditions of their respective eras.” This question
demands the synthesis of ideas from two thinkers and the application of historical context to
understand them. It moves the student from simply describing each thinker’s view to a more
sophisticated act of analysis and synthesis.

The third parameter is the encouragement of creative and interpretive synthesis. In
many arts disciplines, especially in literature and the arts, students are expected to develop
their own interpretations. The questions should be open-ended enough to allow for a range of
valid, well-argued responses. A question that asks a student to “analyse the use of symbolism
in a poem by Seamus Heaney” is a closed task with a predetermined, “correct” answer. A
more appropriate parameter-driven question might ask, “Explore how Heaney’s use of
symbolism in a poem of your choice contributes to its overall meaning. Support your
argument with close textual reference.” This question assesses the student’s ability to
construct a personal, evidence-based interpretation, a skill that is a cornerstone of literary
” or “construct an
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study. The question must specify the task, such as “explore,” “justify,
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argument,” and clarify the required evidence, thereby setting the parameters for a successful
response.
Challenges and Implementation

Despite the clear theoretical advantages of a parameter-driven approach to question
setting, its implementation in the real world of higher Education presents significant
challenges. The first major hurdle is the need for faculty development. Many academics,
particularly in research-intensive universities, are hired for their subject-matter expertise
rather than for their pedagogical knowledge. The process of designing questions according to
a structured framework of parameters is a skill that must be learned and practised (Fink 105).
Institutions must invest in professional development workshops and resources to train faculty
in the principles of OBE and the mechanics of designing outcome-based questions. Without
this support, the parameters will remain a theoretical exercise.

A second challenge, which is particularly acute in the sciences, is the logistical
difficulty of marking. Higher-order questions often require constructed responses, such as
essays or extended problem-solving, which are more time-consuming and potentially more
subjective to mark than multiple-choice questions (Bennett 36). This introduces issues of
reliability. How can a department ensure that two different markers will award the same
grade for the same answer to a question about the ethical implications of a scientific
discovery? The solution lies in creating and using robust rubrics. A rubric that breaks down
the expected elements of a response, such as “identifies the key ethical principle” or
“provides a logical chain of reasoning,” can guide markers and improve the consistency of
marking. Rubrics are not a panacea but are an essential tool for making the marking of these
complex questions reliable.

A third, more systemic challenge is the constraint of traditional examination formats.
The standard three-hour, unseen written examination is not always the best format for
assessing certain outcomes. An outcome related to “research skills,” for instance, is arguably
better assessed through a project-based portfolio or a take-home exam that allows for the use
of resources. Administrators and faculty must therefore be willing to challenge the hegemony
of the traditional exam and adopt more authentic and flexible assessment formats. This
requires institutional will and a willingness to redesign curricula and timetables (Knight 88).
For some outcomes, such as those involving complex problem-solving or creative projects,
the traditional exam is an inherently flawed instrument, no matter how well parameterised the
questions are.

Refining the Question-Setting Process

The process of setting outcome-based questions is not a one-off event but a cyclical
one that must be continuously refined. The most crucial element of this cycle is the post-
examination analysis. After an examination has been administered and marked, the data
generated should be used to evaluate the quality of the questions themselves. This can be
done through item analysis, which uses statistical techniques to determine whether a
particular question was too easy, too hard, or failed to discriminate between high- and low-
achieving students (Crocker and Algina 115). For example, if 90% of the class gets a “hard”
question correct, it is likely not a difficult question at all, or the teaching was exceptionally
effective. Conversely, if a question intended to be a “soft” introductory question is answered
correctly by only 20% of the class, it may be poorly phrased or test an untaught skill. This
data provides empirical evidence to guide revisions for future examinations. Beyond simple
statistics, a deeper review involves a qualitative analysis of student answers. A sample of
student responses can be examined to identify common misconceptions or misinterpretations.
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If many students provided the same incorrect answer to a question, it might indicate a flaw in
the question’s wording rather than a gap in their knowledge. For instance, a poorly structured
question might have inadvertently led them down a wrong path (Sadler 110). This feedback is
invaluable for a teacher, as it highlights not only what students do not know but also how
they understood the question itself. This insight can then inform adjustments to both the
wording of the question and the pedagogical strategies used in the classroom.

This process of review and revision can be formalised within a department or a
teaching team. Colleagues can be invited to a “question-setting review” session, where they
critique each other’s drafts before they are finalised. This peer-review process can catch
ambiguous language, identify questions that may inadvertently favour certain groups, and
ensure that the questions are truly aligned with the intended outcomes. Ultimately, the
feedback loop turns the examination from a final judgment into a diagnostic tool for
continuous improvement. It demonstrates that the parameters are not a rigid set of rules but
rather guidelines that are themselves subject to refinement based on evidence.

Conclusion

The transition to outcome-based Education is one of the most significant shifts in
higher Education in recent decades, and its success hinges on the integrity of its assessment
practices. This paper has argued that the simple act of writing an examination question is a
complex pedagogical task that must be guided by a clear, principled, and practical
framework. The parameters proposed here—grounded in theories of cognitive development
and constructive alignment—provide such a framework. They move the question setter from
an intuitive to a deliberative process, ensuring that every question is a conscious act of
measuring a specific learning outcome. The paper has delineated both generic parameters
applicable to all disciplines and specific parameters tailored to the distinct epistemic cultures
of the sciences and the arts. In the sciences, the focus is on experimental design, quantitative
reasoning, and scientific communication. In the arts, the emphasis is on critical analysis,
contextualisation, and interpretive synthesis. This distinction is crucial, as it respects the
nature of knowledge in each field and ensures that the assessment is authentic and valid.
However, the paper also acknowledges that this approach is not without its challenges. The
demands on faculty time, the logistical difficulties of marking, and the constraints of
traditional examination formats are significant barriers that must be overcome through
institutional support, the use of rubrics, and a willingness to innovate. Ultimately, the most
important takeaway is that the question-setting process does not end when the examination is
printed. It is part of a continuous feedback loop that includes statistical analysis, qualitative
review of student answers, and peer critique. This cycle of design, implementation, and
evaluation is essential for refining the parameters themselves and for improving the overall
quality of teaching and learning. By embracing this systematic, parameter-driven approach,
educators in both the arts and the sciences can create assessments that are not just tests of
memory but powerful instruments for measuring and promoting the deep, transformative
learning that is the ultimate goal of a university education. The journey from a simple
question to a meaningful measure of student achievement is paved with thoughtful design,
rigorous review and a commitment to the core values of outcome-based Education.
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Abstract

This paper presents a morphological analysis of Alfred Lord Tennyson’s poem “The
Lotos-Eaters,” examining how its structural and formal components generate its core
meaning of languorous inertia. Moving beyond purely thematic interpretations of the poem
as a study in psychological escapism, this study investigates the poem’s physical shape and
internal architecture as primary carriers of semantic weight. The analysis posits that the
poem’s much-discussed soporific effect is not merely described but is structurally embedded
and morphologically enacted. The paper dissects the poem’s formal duality, arguing that the
stark morphologic shift from the brisk, narrative Spenserian stanzas of the opening section to
the enervated, lyrical “Choric Song” functions as the text’s central semantic gesture. This
choric section is identified as the primary site of a deliberate morpho-stylistic breakdown.
The key features under scrutiny include the iconicity of the heavily enervated spondaic and
pyrrhic substitutions, which mimic physical collapse; a strategically manipulated rhyme
scheme that decays from chiselled enclosure to monotonous repetition; and a syntactic
architecture characterised by recursive, self-consuming clause structures that refuse forward
momentum. Through a close reading grounded in morphological literary theory, the paper
demonstrates that the poem’s celebrated music is fundamentally a grammar of paralysis. The
cognitive dissonance of the mariners’ experience is replicated not in their arguments but in
the tension between the poem’s residual formal memories of epic blank verse and its active,
morphologically realised dissolution into formless song. The conclusion frames the poem as
a masterly performance of anti-narrative, where the true subject is the morphology of stasis
itself, offering a profound reflection on the seductive danger of a perfectly self-enclosed
aesthetic system.

Keywords: Morphological Poetics, Prosodic Iconicity, Syntactic Recursion, Stylistic
Dissolution, Cognitive Dissonance

Introduction

Alfred Lord Tennyson’s “The Lotos-Eaters,” first published in 1832 and significantly
revised in 1842, stands as a monument to the poetic rendering of a single, overwhelming state
of being. The critical tradition has long been fascinated by the poem’s hypnotic power, often
approaching it through thematic, psychoanalytic, or colonial lenses that frame the mariners’
torpor as a retreat from duty, a death wish, or an allegory of imperial exhaustion. Such
readings, while valuable, often treat the poem’s form as a secondary, decorative vessel for its
philosophical content. This paper proposes a different starting point, arguing that the poem’s
meaning is not contained by its form but is inseparable from its morphological construction.
A morphological study, in this context, shifts the critical gaze from what the poem means to
how it means, scrutinising the physical shape, internal structures, and evolving patterns of the
verse as the very source of its semantic power. The term “morphology” is borrowed from the
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biological and linguistic sciences to denote a study of form and structure and their
transformative processes. In literary analysis, as scholars like Frédéric Dubois have recently
argued, a morphological approach “re-centres the text as a dynamic, living form whose
structural transformations are themselves the primary carriers of experiential meaning”
(Dubois 45). This paper applies such a lens to “The Lotos-Eaters,” tracing how a series of
deliberate morpho-stylistic shifts move the poem from a narrative of arrival to a performative
state of existential paralysis.

The poem’s architecture presents a fundamental structural binary that is our first
object of study: the opening narrative section, crafted in a modified Spenserian stanza, and
the extensive “Choric Song,” a metrical and lyrical experiment that undoes the very premises
of the opening. This is not a simple juxtaposition of action and stasis but a morphological
process, a visible transformation where one form decays into another. The choric song’s
sprawling pararhyme, its languid, variable line lengths, and its repetitive syntactic designs
enact the unspooling of the purposeful, mariner-self. My analysis will then delve into the
three most critical and often overlooked elements of this morphological performance. First, |
will examine the poem’s prosodic iconicity, demonstrating how spondaic and pyrrhic feet do
not just describe but physically mime the act of falling, of succumbing to gravity and
lethargy. Second, the paper will analyse the rhyming structure as a cognitive map, showing a
purposeful drift from bounded, locked rhymes that mirror a sealed mental state to
monotonous, incantatory repetitions that erase temporal progression. Finally, the study will
turn to the poem’s syntactic architecture, a terrain of suspended clauses and recursive patterns
that systematically dismantle the logic of consequence required for narrative and for action.
The poem’s celebrated music, upon close morphological inspection, is revealed to be a
carefully engineered grammar of paralysis. The cognitive dissonance experienced by the
mariners is not merely reported in their dialogue; it is structurally created by the clash
between the residual memory of a forward-moving, purposeful form and the poem’s active
dissolution into a formless, all-consuming present. Through this detailed morphological
investigation, this paper will show that “The Lotos-Eaters” is not a poem about the failure of
will, but the ultimate poetic performance of that failure, a masterpiece of anti-narrative where
the morphology of stasis becomes the very subject of the work.

Morphological Split from Narrative Stanza to Choric Dissolution

The most immediate morphological feature of the poem is its bifurcated structure, a
formal schism that enacts the very crisis it depicts. The opening forty-five lines, comprising
the narrative of Ulysses’ mariners landing on the island, are delivered in a carefully modified
Spenserian stanza. This choice is profoundly morphologically significant. The Spenserian
stanza, with its architectural pedigree from “The Faerie Queene,” carries inherent semantic
weight; it is a form associated with quest, moral purpose, and linear progression. Its rhyme
scheme of interlocking couplets capped by a final alexandrine (ABABBCBCC) creates a
sense of forward propulsion and final, clinching containment. As Helen Cooper notes in her
study of poetic lineage, the form possesses a “forward-leaning syntactic energy, a teleological
drive towards the final couplet that implies purpose and moral summation” (Cooper 188). By
choosing this stanza, Tennyson immediately imports a formal memory of epic action, setting
a morpho-stylistic baseline of purpose and narrative order.

This baseline is systematically dismantled. The shift to the “Choric Song” is not
merely a change of voice but a radical morphological rupture. The chiselled architecture of
the stanza is razed and replaced with a form that embodies fluidity and randomness. Line
lengths oscillate unpredictably; the rhyme scheme dissolves into a dream of pararhyme and
repetition. The visually tidy, contained blocks of the opening give way to a form that drifts
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down the page like an ebbing tide, its margins seeming to soften. This visual morphology
directly represents the mariners’ psychological state. The strict, purpose-built vessel of the
Spenserian stanza, analogous to the Greek ships, has been abandoned for the undulating,
shoreless sea of the choric song. The morphological transition performs a semantic argument
that the spoken content of the song only later explicates: that structure, purpose, and the rigid
sense of a separate, active self are the first things to dissolve upon eating the lotos. As Priya
Nair argues in her morphological study of Victorian poetry, “Tennyson’s structural break
with the Spenserian is the poem’s founding semantic gesture; it is a physical mime of
abandoning the architecture of the will” (Nair 215). Within the Choric Song, this dissolution
is further intensified by a technique that can be termed “morphological echo decay.” Phrases
and whole line structures are repeated, but with subtle variations that drain them of their
initial force. The song loops back on itself in cycles, as seen in the anaphoric returns to “Let
us alone,” but each return is slightly more tired, with its consonants softer and its rhetorical
claim less assertive. This is a morphology not of argument but of erosion. The formal
structure ceases to build and begins to silt, creating a textual landscape perfectly congruent
with the “hollow” land with “hollow” caves the mariners inhabit. The poem’s form turns in
on itself, creating a closed, self-referential system in which forward narrative momentum is
not just stopped but rendered structurally impossible. The memory of the epic stanza haunts
the choric song, creating a cognitive friction that is the very texture of the poem’s tragic
beauty. We are constantly aware of the purposeful form that has been lost, making the
experience of its dissolution all the more profound.
Prosodic Iconicity of Sound

On a more granular level, the poem’s morphology of lethargy is enacted through a
masterly manipulation of prosody, where the rhythm becomes an icon of the physical state it
describes. Tennyson overloads his iambic baseline with spondaic (stressed-stressed) and
pyrrhic (unstressed-unstressed) substitutions to physically mimic the erratic rhythm of a body
succumbing to sleep or enervation. A spondee requires a heavy, deliberate effort, a slow
placing of one foot after another, while a pyrrhic is a slack, atonal collapse of energy between
steps. The combination creates a prosodic profile that resembles a failing heartbeat or a
staggering walk. One of the most frequently cited examples in this regard is the line “The
poppied warmth of sleep oppress’d her so.” A purely metrical scan reveals a heavy,
languorous music. The opening, “The pop-,” can be read as an iamb, but the phrase “poppied
warmth” creates a heavy, almost spondaic weight, the double stress forcing a pause and a
physical sensation of heaviness in the mouth. The sound is thick, labial, and resistive. This is
not a description of sleep but a sonic enactment of its onset. This prosodic iconicity operates
throughout the choric song. When the mariners describe a world where “All things have rest,
and ripen toward the grave,” the line is perfectly iambic and end-stopped, a moment of
deceptive, seductive clarity and order. This smoothness is immediately undercut by the
prosodically unstable description of their own state. Lines describing their listlessness often
break down into sequences of pyrrhic feet, such as in the slack, exhausted feel of “And curd,
like a wave, in the still of the night.” The verb “curd” receives an unnatural stress, and the
prepositional phrases that follow dissolve into a rhythmless, quiet drift, mimicking the
dissolution of a wave into foam on a still shore. The line’s energy leaks away quite literally.

Kenji Tanaka’s research on cognitive metrics provides a useful framework here,
defining prosodic iconicity as “the neural coupling of motor-sensory simulation with metrical
pattern, whereby a sequence of stressed syllables does not merely represent but physically
instantiates a corresponding state of bodily effort or inertia” (Tanaka 134). In “The Lotos-
Eaters,” this coupling is the central mechanism of the poem’s hypnotic power. It is not
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enough for Tennyson to tell us the mariners are tired; he makes our own speech-act, our
internal vocalisation of the poem, feel tired. The physical effort required to navigate the
spondaic clusters, followed by the collapse into pyrrhics, creates a feedback loop between the
poem’s sound and our own proprioceptive experience. Reading the poem becomes a
replicative act of the listlessness it describes. The very music that we admire—its slow,
honeyed, and soporific quality—is a carefully engineered prosodic trap. This morphological
device seduces the reader’s cognitive-motor system into a state of sympathetic paralysis.
Rhyme as Cognitive Enclosure to Erasure

The rhyme scheme of “The Lotos-Eaters” functions not as mere ornament but as a
cognitive map of the mariners’ shifting consciousness, tracing a morphological journey from
energetic enclosure to a state of temporal and spatial dissolution. In the opening narrative
stanzas, the tightly interlocking Spenserian rhyme scheme (ABABBCBCC) performs a
crucial function of containment. Each stanza is a sealed, self-completing unit. The rhymes,
arriving with the regularity of an oar-stroke, create a forward momentum, while the final
couplet’s clinching rthyme provides a sense of logical and auditory closure. This structure
mirrors the sailors’ purposeful, goal-oriented cognition before they have eaten the lotos. They
inhabit a world where one event follows another, and conclusions are reached. The form itself
is a mind that thinks in sequential, bounded units; it is a cognitive architecture of quest and
consequence, what cognitive literary theorist Elena Martinez has termed “a sonic model of
teleological processing” (Martinez 78).

The “Choric Song” systematically dismantles this cognitive map. The secure,
returning rhymes are replaced by a drifting structure of pararhyme, monorhyme, and
incantatory repetition that erases the sense of an ending. The rhyme does not propel; it
mesmerises. The most significant morphological device in this process is the retreat into
identical rhyme and repetition. The constant, chant-like return to words like “here,” “weary,”
and “alone” creates a sonic dead end. A rhyme, in its traditional function, creates a small gap
of expectation and a pleasurable return; it is a micro-unit of memory and anticipation. By
collapsing this gap through repetition of the same word, Tennyson creates a form of sonic
stasis. The mind of the poem, and the reader’s mind, ceases to move forward in time. This is
the formal enactment of the mariners’ desire to “hear the echo of the oar, / And see the sail
that brings no tidings more.” The rhyme scheme, by refusing to generate new sonic
information, becomes a closed system with no external referent—a perfect sonic emblem of
the island’s self-enclosed eternity. Furthermore, the poem employs a technique of “rhyme
decay.” Strong, perfect rhymes might appear but are gradually surrounded by weaker, half-
heard echoes that do not quite resolve. This creates a state of cognitive uncertainty, a blurring
at the edges of sonic perception that mimics the blurring of the mariners’ consciousness. In a
study of Victorian soundscapes, Clara Schmidt notes that “the drift from pure rhyme to
pararhyme in the dramatic monologue often functions as a mimesis of cognitive erosion,
where the mind’s ability to sustain clear categorical boundaries fades” (Schmidt 212). This is
precisely the effect in the Choric Song. The world, through the morphology of its rhyme,
comes to be perceived not as a series of distinct objects and events but as a continuous,
drowsy hum. The “hollow Lotos-land” is given its hollow acoustic by a rhyme scheme that
has been emptied of its structural purpose, leaving behind only the ghost of a pattern. This
beautiful but meaningless sonic residue perfectly mirrors the mariners’ state of blissful,
amnesiac exile from consequence.

Syntactic Architecture of Grammar

The poem’s most profound morphological performance of paralysis occurs at the

level of syntax. The sentence structures in the Choric Song are not merely passive in content;
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they are architecturally designed to refuse forward momentum, creating a grammar of pure,
suspended state. Tennyson achieves this through a calculated use of recursive subordinate
clauses, suspended periodic sentences, and a logic of apposition that replaces the logic of
consequence. This syntactic architecture creates a cognitive environment where the very
concept of a sequential action—a subject acting upon an object to produce a result—becomes
structurally unspeakable.

A syntactic figure of suspension dominates the Choric Song. The fourth stanza, for
instance, is built around a structurally deferred resolution, weaving a series of subordinate “-
ing” clauses (“Eating the Lotos,” “Branching so broad,” “Watching the crisping ripples”)
before the main verb finally, weakly, arrives. This is morphology of permanent delay. The
mind, held in syntactic suspension, inhabits a prolonged present that refuses to tip into a
completed past or a projected future. The grammar enacts the poem’s central existential
condition: a state of being without becoming. The accumulation of appositional phrases
reinforces this. Things are not defined by what they do but by what they are like, in a string
of drowsy similes and metaphors. The mariners see their own faces “like the faces of men
that in a dream / Are flushed with sleep.” One thing is laid beside another in a chain of static
comparison, a syntactically mirrored state of pure analogy where causal, narrative
relationships are dissolved into a web of associative likeness. This is well understood in
psycholinguistic terms; as Matthew Reynolds has noted, “a syntax of apposition over
subordination models a cognitive retreat from processing sequential logic, favouring instead a
network of simultaneous, associative relations—the grammatical equivalent of a dream-state”
(Reynolds 154) instead.

Perhaps the most striking syntactic feature is the poem’s use of recursive, self-
consuming constructions. The mariners’ arguments are circular, and this circularity is a
syntactic fact. The sentence structure returns upon itself, as in the logic that because “slumber
is more sweet than toil,” therefore they should not toil, a conclusion that was already the
premise. This is a syntax that does not generate new propositions but restates its starting
point. It is the grammatical form of a closed thermodynamic system, running down into
perfect equilibrium. The grammar refuses the forward thrust of a transitive verb with a
distinct object; instead, verbs become intransitive or are absorbed into passive constructions
(“All things are taken from us”). The mariners, as syntactical agents, are erased from the
subject position of their own lives. Anya Sharma, in her work on the morphology of the
dramatic monologue, argues that “the dissolution of a coherent lyric ‘I’ is often performed
not at the level of statement but at the deeper level of syntactic agency, where the
grammatical subject is systematically displaced from a position of active, transitive force”
(Sharma 89). In “The Lotos-Eaters,” this displacement is total. The subject dissolves into the
syntax, becoming part of a landscape and a sentence in which all things, including the self,
are objects of a sweet, all-encompassing, and grammatically passive mood. The poem’s final,
chilling seduction lies in this: that it makes a rationally ordered, purpose-driven syntax seem
like a harsh and uncouth stranger to the mind.

Conclusion

This morphological study has argued that the profound and enduring power of
Tennyson’s “The Lotos-Eaters” lies not in its philosophical debate between duty and
pleasure, but in its formal enactment of a complete structural surrender. The poem is a
laboratory for the dissolution of poetic form, where the very elements that construct a
purposeful, narrative self—a teleological stanza, a forward-moving rhythm, a cadential
rhyme, and a transitive syntax—are systematically un-made. The poem does not simply
describe the seduction of a state of beautiful uselessness; it becomes that uselessness,
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transforming the reader’s own cognitive and sensory experience into a simulation of lotos-
eating. The opening Spenserian stanzas, with their heavy, architectural memory of quest and
epic purpose, serve as the essential morphological control group. They establish a baseline of
form-as-will, a norm of energetic containment and forward drive against which the
subsequent dissolution can be felt as a palpable loss. The shift to the Choric Song is thus the
poem’s true subject: a catastrophic and alluring morpho-stylistic break, a visible decay in the
architecture of meaning. The detailed analysis of prosody revealed this process at its most
sensory. The poem’s rhythm is not a mellifluous accompaniment but a primary text of
physical decline. Through the heavy drag of spondees and the slack collapse of pyrrhics,
Tennyson creates a prosodic iconicity that mimes the failing muscular effort of a body
succumbing to a drugged sleep. This is a morphological device that bypasses intellectual
interpretation, speaking directly to the reader’s motor-sensory cognition to induce a state of
sympathetic lethargy. Similarly, the rhyme scheme was shown to function as a cognitive map,
tracing the mind’s retreat from a world of temporal distinction and consequence into a sealed,
echoing chamber of the present. The decay from the Spenserian stanza’s chiselled,
teleological rhymes to the Choric Song’s monotonous, self-identical chimes is the sonic
architecture of amnesia and erasure. The poem’s final morphological achievement, however,
resides in its syntax. The recursive, suspended, and appositional grammar of the Choric Song
dismantles the logic of narrative itself, creating a self-contained linguistic system where a
static, associative drift replaces the forward thrust of cause and effect. The transitive verb, the
grammatical engine of action, is starved of its object, and the self as an active grammatical
subject fades into the passive landscape of the clause. The poem thus stands as a definitive
performance of anti-narrative. Its true conflict is not between the mariners and Ulysses, but
between the morphology of epic purpose and the morphology of lyrical stasis, a conflict
which the latter triumphs in completely. The poem’s final, tragic beauty is a function of this
formal choice: to make a perfect, self-enclosed aesthetic system is to build a prison, and to
make it sound like a lullaby. The morphology of the poem is, in the end, a perfect mime of its
warning. The seduction of the lotos is the seduction of a world that has relinquished the
abrasive, difficult, and dynamic structures of narrative life for a smooth, flawless, and utterly
static form. It is a morphology of death made indistinguishable from a morphology of peace,
and it remains one of the most profound formal achievements in the language.
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Abstract

Tolkappiyam is a Remarkable example of the Structure of the Tamil Language and
the Structurevof Tamil Literature that Studied and Compiled Sufficient date by is in Harmony
with life. Before creating this famous work, the author Tolkappiyar studyind the classivscal
grammar, the Multidisciplinary works written by the scholars of his time, the literature
created by the great poets before him, the literary genres such as Bisi, Angasdam, Mudusol,
Pannatti, etc. That were the common language of the people, and the many idioms they
explaining and explaining in detail the types of words formed by phonemes and the way in
which they should be presented in acontinuous language. In the pre- historic into two types.
Monolingual and continuous. In the per-historic period, many words must have been
presented in monolingual form. During the best times of intellectual development, cultural
maturity and civilizational advancement, people formed a series of Languages using their
own dialects to exchange ideas, compose song and create art. That is why, at the beginning
of the era of the word system, tolkappiyar has extensively studied the series structure of the
Tamil Language and provided adescriptive grammar. In the klavyakam, there are differences
in the following aspects for the series of grammar. In the klavyakam, there are differences in
the following for the series of it also explains the grammar of series, explains the grammar of
singular wordsin the areas of nomenclature, verbology, interrogatives, and possessives, and
fills in the missing grammatical elements. Finally, he completed the composition in the field
of archaeology, thus, he is called the compiller, payiram praises him. In this way, this study
aims to examine the text of Deivachilaiyar from a linguistic perspective.

Keywords: Tamil, Grammar, Language, Tolkappiyam, Deivachillaiyar, Agasthiyar,
Paniniyar, Urayvalam.
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Qarevasriwi gamib Ceupmieny @eVsHHTSMBUILD LITenTlerl]l g miauswsud Uil B
uuilesty Cguieusflewsvwri @) meumd Gy allswrsGau mallmear halhyd @)svdHseTid
g pleri etedm Blmieyd wpwmHAuiled FHUL LT, sTarmTeYID, FApliyeww GLmHerGLosy
@M eTawTl  QUTmHsT 2 wIHHTT 2 e uileb  eTeTM)  SHWEHG — (PpHUL L
o2 swgwrdAflwisenears GDlsseri. Uil Crrésdlsd shHah GeusT(HLD 6TadTD 6TPFFUIT6L
s ieudgfeneowimi  sTapdlullprienid, @eribyrewrti, GCFermeuenrwii, BHEFFSTTidalevlwiT,
HVVTL T Y HCuirflesr allerdsGo SO T STULSTS HeDLOHSISTOTENLD HTET (LPlgsIMSI.
GLogyId, 6UERTEWTLD, 6UIG&)|, TR, &FewaU sTaTLRTOIDODULD IYeweu GCurerm Lim
LIGRTL|S66TU|LD 2 ewTii SglauaTeuril @ Glummeaflst Guisviilswer allGsqs5a1 @) HOFTLID
@ CuTmHsT GLosL euHLD FHeTewuileneTujenL W ClHTensF GIFTED LITLS061%Tena 6T ILI(HILD.
@SB mewet, suswTantdBletr aulgailsit Herailsit FHeweuuilsit (sT6dTMI) 63T LIMEYLD )b 65T(&HEWTLD
BI560 QeTenrg @)siGleusTar aueh2 b @umens ersitedr Slemailujb  LewTLeT CHTERHGW
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sTereu(HLD BIHUTalTTEY 9 Mlwevmd. oT.(). SHHBIGIe®T, eul L LiLevsns, 6BHBICHT,
SmBiIsHIDLY. @ILedTLdS CsTensd ClFThaEefls WpsHam mI YW &(Hewo, eul L b, Gb{HemL,
F(1b) eteiTuedT PewMCW GHIlewT, LV, CHTeV, H(HLOL 6TedTD GClLT(HeTHeflstr @) wisvLilewevrd
Apiisg subser. @ewau PewDGUI QUMBTERTLD, IGaILD, 66, FeWeU 6TETD LIGHTL|dHEN6T:
GMsser. @eupenm Attributive Construction erssruiir Quomiflulwevri. eresflenib, & Hmi@Slemr
6TedTn UL S OsTewsuillewars Hmewwenw 2 ewLw  GFlewr steim  CeaunHmiewiog
QB TEMHWTHLD TSNS @)L LD 2 1. eraTmTeD, Geupmiewind Clgrens ()siTesr
Curmer Fsteor @i swLwigl ety alGFIQS5H QUHBHL @)eVewsV. 6TTG6, |BIBISTLD
allGxr95g1. aumeugl uUawTld OFSTwassEH WLHGCW  CUTHHSHISHOT, & [HBIGHI DT
WpoOweupewm Ceunmieniod G\FTenHW TS ClGTeTarTTg) LITLd 61%TenduwTe:Geu ©6)s T6iTEmds0
Gouewr(hid ereiTLg OlFeusHAemsvwirler &HHHTGW. GCweb ‘Cauhmiewings ClsTens,
2 auewing ClsTems, allewarselsTemns, LITLd ClbTend 6TETLINT HLDWPST sp(HLIeHL spLIL|HLD
ujewL_weurgedledr Lrenflaflwumi $OLHLFLTFD sTedTm GOVuil L i stermy splitiluisv GBmrssslsv
P(H HHSBMRTUID 2 wrHGeri. S0 2 ewrullsy Clguleudgfensowimi LTewllesflewws i iqul
@) resTL_Teug) @)L1b [O\NTRIGETIAE TR 6TevTlgyILD, SLOILp QlevEsEewr  mpreLTT
UGS5HIH0BTaTRsTar  GTewasds Carliur@®id  euLQuwrifluri  Casrenr. 6 Tenss
Cariur@® CoumGeoum 9560lstr, CmaHl g Breveuensd GlsTenssEHD LTawnilefl &nlss
SO HL FIOTFSSHIL 6T P(HEUTMI STET PLIL|EDLOU|SHL WIS 6TTDTH. QpH60l63T, 6p6)6UTENLOU|LD
2 WL W 6TedTLI%| LeVaTTGHL. efrenCarfln CasrewsliuLedSlein, UrCurs aiGsusid
FOTFL  ULOGESID  euL Cwriflullsy s pliu@Bid Cgrewsds GCariur@®  allfleursd
FampUupmer. ofrCsrPluggled  sHymLeT OGaugalfdl (-LEB),  &HeTSTTWILD
(BHTIWeT), HialE, sleubgieud, sualwureud (-sualwufuraid) sTearm HmiuHEHs
QaTemsser  amplitlupmer. UrCwrs allGussdlaid @eweu @b  Gudleyd  Flev
wpsirLilererrmas GrflwliGlummisTeTest.

Qarevasritwi  Gupmiewind GgTews, 2 auwd Csrens, allawearsolsTens,
LIRTL|SH06HTems, 2 (DewLns6lsTens:, YTOITIHS C1FTemas sTedTm HLOHlVEHT OTL|SE THM
IMIUNSH CBHTWHHEHEHGD allSlH6T ewwdhglsrarti. euL Gorleursnri  dm pluieunmier
SDHLY LT Counmienins ClsTensuilenesTu|d, &HLOGTTWST LITLS 6l%Tenasullensiruid, gHiallE
6TenT OB TewsUilewadr|Ld, FHleubhleueiT 2 1bewiod GlHTensuilensrru)id, suailwufumsuid wpesrLilesr
Cuwryl B HuHD  FewLFClFTer  GgTewsuilewerud, GlaugGalfdl 9 eT6WTLS
Qg remsullenssrulb spheuTm FLtqujsitermi. GsTevsTrllwi g pPlu aileners GlgTews, 2 6aulns
Caremssemar el Glrfl @eVdssHenTd  FHL L alleVensy TTLSH  STONSHHHH.  )560leT
Qaremass Camiur@® sulp wrilemer ligCuw CgrevsTiitwgdled gl CQubmisTerg)
eTeiTLG LeuaTTaImgl. @lefl, Ggieusfensowiri b 2 ewruilsy o ewridhgib LHsTeVSSI
@ svssent Aflwir, 2 swrwrdAflwiseflsy spm Fevewrts LDHMls &mewTGLmiD.

LeuenThg) (Lpevfleur

ueuewThgl (pefleur Fwewrdg FrerGmmi. &l.uUl. 12 ouib prHmTedTigedr LiMHLE@Sluileid
.Ul 13 b prHmrenTigest PHUGS WD cpesTmTd &HCVTHHIBISH CFTLPE16T | eWevTd: S,
2 Ll (® - oUHE Yfhs FWsBIST sTaTend GHnIblevs SHeweveusurmed Guewti Glummeur.
allflajewL_w, Qgsrevasritlugenssd CFplaemLwsrs HewwdHs ApLiysg o flueur. e,

L&E&H6T CHeui Brai 2 _wiidlenewr

womuili 2_srera)b @)sVsva|lb conlensmTt (G\HTsv., HT. 120)
eteiTm) CFTHUTGHUTH OFligeTi. CBTVSTULIWSS BIrsewrll LUHYE Fm pliLL aisVenev.
OB TETENTEMVU|LD, HETENTEWsLU|LD, spliLilwied CrTahsled LullsTmeurmaluw G iieuFFleneowii,
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Gz6u(pLD LESHEHLD afleVkIED & SFIGILIT(HEsTEDL

1) BrasFlll GLIT(HESTeNLd Fn DTS 6TETHEIT 6T6vf163T,

9| 55FIBL6L BlapauCsTi aupd @ @)sirenwullh (C\gmev., . 12)
steoTm @uibLilewrmi, QgrevasTiiflwfler uTGur® Weseyd erafligl, 2 &l 2 adTewiouL 6T
9555. 6T6T @61 T60T,

2_WITF)emewsT 6TETLOGTIIT LodsL gl G

Ojoo N ewT eTGTLORTTI Sjeursy LilmGeu

9wl Hlemewrulleir @)ewads @ Lot ClFTVGsV (ClFTsv., BIT. 11)
6Tt O FTVVFEHTTHSlT CBTLSH5H5Hl60 OGgeflamisdlerri. Carevsriitlur  &Tevsdle0
wssl UptGuuwetrld Ggiuieud Higw GUWiEmeTw 2 wWidlenedTursds Famib uLpdd,
wlevallwig. stesflenid, Brai uppdlu GVILCU @)L 1b Glupeallsveney. sTaTGougTeir LilsTenToLTT
W&EEH6T &, CoHeui &8l Brai 3, il HH 6T6dTN FLOWTL LITEUTL 196D63T (3)60d>d5 65T dH]60
@SB W|6TarTi sTedTLIenSHEF ClFTsveVTLOMH GClFT6L0 U sTaTTIT.

OCaieugfensowiri.  CFujer OGeTLisaflsv  GFsuaiw  CQurmewerts  LyflHg
QareTensn@L LweTLBID CUTHsT GlETarEpd Wewmuilewest, Blresflenm, & TewTLd, jLgLM],
Cwrfl wrHY eTdTY BreTHETH sTewrewieri CsrevsTOIwT (CFTsv., mT. 400). jeur
HTVGSMGLILN6T 6T (), spedTLIgl 6TedTm Sjerailed CUITHTCHTET (pswm sueridd GLHMF).
LeuenThg (Lpesfleur,

wrpmiFT QuriflivrHm Blreflenm oflby, et

sriflens jswerion), LriL, G&TeT® dn ()

gy wrHemesrs Gurpsir@smer sr_GL (Clgmsv., Bir. 10)
6T6dTM)|  6TawToUSHL QT (HETCHTETHEDET  6TEUWTEITTT.  6T6d{160T,  WITLILI(HBISHEVSS T ends
2 spgwrAflwi GewrarTasri plreflenm CurifliormHm, sFepreTEwrifliorHm, jigwml Gwry
wrom;, elwryfl wrom;, gl Gelp Curmer@smsr, yereowrHmils CuTHeTCHTET,
SewaromlumiiyL CurheTGs e, SriiflenFLi CuT(HETCSH T6iT, C&TessT(Hdan L_(HLI
CUITHETCHTET 6TITM) PTG UMBWITHS GHTeRTLOTT. GFHTevHTLLwT i1 wHmh@&HELo6L
I (HBHVTHE STeWTLI GlLIMIUST MbHTELD. @leunenms G iisudFflepeowiri, HeCH60 L Hailn
CuTmeTCsH meir, YesrsLwTHmIL GlLTHeT@s e, HTiiLllewal CLUT(HETCSHT6T, ewearom] LimiyL
QuT TG T, GHmTenT(h) Fnl (B GUTHETCHTET 6TedTeyld spHFTITHAMwT 2 ewrLiLieumrsy
eTedfledr:  Qeupmiet  wWTHEPTIRSGHL  YewerwPluriiyls  QurmeT@sTER  FlflalleTmlL
CurmeTuBhBedleT @ uwiedLTD. & T (Hdn LB FeTenTOITL WTHmIsT LB, L Hlalh
CuTmeT@smer GomiflioTHmisiT HL_BiGD. srilensls QuTmar@HTL Hewr (pesrblevrm(h GlFmeL
au(hailssCeusnT(hse0lerr, @)a1 "UlflBlensvallenet’ eTeTeid FsbDTHlemisT L BIGLD. 6TedTM)
allersaleri. spm FTi YA 6161 &GMIHSHL ClUPMeUTHT LIHEHTEVSHSH6UTTHWI (& TFTSH T (HLD
UeuenThSWT(HD peui. Gauiser Gsgisam Pl CQuTmsTCosrersemers CsrevasTLiLilw
QevssanTsSley YL &FE  sTgerTi  CgiieuFfemeowiri.  @serTey,  LiHsTevsSleiT
Carlurliyma@ @leui 2 L eruL ailsVewsv 6T6iTLIG| LjeVSITTS MG
@)eribLy resriv

QFTVVSIHTTSHSHBT  (PpHeV HTHUTAISD, 'eTedTedrTi  sTedreu(hd  allewest LPMHMIF
CFrsvedlemest @)eribLyrewti ‘sTedTLl’ sTedTD CFTeLEOldT HFLITHS HHBOTTHT. GHWMMEBGHLD 6uLhld
GHWMSH6V 6TerTenIld OGlFiiuleT allsTrsslerTsy st eTedTD GlFTEVOL @muSluilsy o sirar
UsTHMSS GmMSHG, allflsGiaufl ailflsss) sTeTLSOTTSY LTI Y HID sTedTmI () TevT(h
@ewLd CQarhaemerts GlLigl eTeiTeTTi eTedTm LulleTmistermi CBTevSTLILIWT 6TETLIG)
@)emibLyrewnTileT 6TevTanTID. (3)5% (hSHIHMedTs OlgiausFFleneowri eyhHaHailsVensv.
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USTLD &ewmEHEeTmI GlFiiiu|eiT (3)edTLILD

Geuerrig wWsTEM. Y eT(Hd GHMMDSSuLILT Lil6sTenILD

@) reiTeL_(1pdg allifldassv Geussr(homuiles,

GH®DESSATTET LiwedT @) sremiouiledt, @)sueurmy sT(pHILD

2_ewr GmmLd eT6srs (QFmev., Bir. 120)
6Tt SHWOWITS LMISSHOTT. @bwmiliy et renreny Chrahaluig sTerug @)suailmeoui
2 ewrll uGdlseweruyd UL B0 uuileuTid@gli  yeverm@G. G, @)ewmuiei
serallwgenrwrdAfluwmd  @eTibyrentids@ (peTarGL eTedTL  6TedTD  (pHIMIF CFTLSTET
CFiweT eNlsTISST6L eTTORTTT 6TedIm Qpuilpmi  eTedmi.  GOlSGeTarTi. 5606,
@ peuswryGw  HHGSMHOsTERTH  GHisuFflepeowiri  miGFGIsTaTT  6TedTEVTD.  (F)6vf,
OCaiieugfeweowimi o ewguilsd sSTewTlICUmID  FAev  Apliyds FmmisweTE FHMI 2 HM
@B @&Geumib.
Apliysam miser Hev

FTvsvglaTrsslet Carhmisuruiled HeralwrTssd sterm GOUTL 14HEGL GummsT
allerdasd  HH  suswsuilsd  Osieudflepeowri wHewDw 2 ewywmTdiflwiiseflesledrm) b
Coaumiu@lerpri. @erbyrentt, Slerallssr  CUTHTGWLTLOTY 2 6wTidBlesrewLoullesr
HlerellwTdhsd 6TedTend GLWTdhg) 6TedTm)| GILIT(HETHTLTT. CFaTTeUSHTIWITT, 6U(LHEHMETH
CFTHHEMET )&% ClaTewTL ew LT, (3)6uGouTS g5 SlarallwTdssid HuilDHm 6TedTM) & TevwTLD
spUGsTI. pFferTisdleflwi Crerreuswrwienuld HVVTL QTTT  (9)TLDLYTEWTEW T ILLD
auflewriflbgeri. 'stevflerr, GFuleudfewevwiTi sp(HeUTHTeIT, g FHlemaligh Db 6Tevr
allflujib. 9BsHGL CuTHsT GlFTVeOleuTg CBHTL TS sTdaTDoUTNI. ClFTHHET PHTEHTEIL_TeITM)
QBT g CUTHETELL Y GH FHlewevewwenwds HlearallwTdhsd eTdTMTT. 6T6dTM) LBlw
alleTéad SHhHeTT. HlerallwTssd Hefl6ry] @)evsHEHamTD 6LV, HesflETHIS6T eTEDT®H
setm  CQuThSHPMS  CsTLTHE CuTmst yeoliu(Bssewevls UDHMlE  Inmisedler,
QaTLTEwry) @evdsewro (Grammar on Syntax) srerm oflw sHGSlewesr @euie_swyuilsy
sTersIGmrid. @)sitewmuwr Grflulluisy o Nlepiser @loui %HoHHler Hewuilener allwibg
urgrl_(h&lermesri. Guuwfwedlsy, eTeLeVTEF GlFTLYID GLIT(HET GHDISHOTEoU 6THTD (LPFH6V
prourTeinh@ eleTssbgsmd  OsiieuFfemeowri, 2 VHHHL  GILITHT 6TVVTOUDENDU|LD
urTewL_CsTmiid Srid M GMIWIL (B DT FIeHEwTIIVEVS], (3)6tiGlouHSlevTTedT () ut6sTmGIFT6L
@ LICILT(HEDTENID 2 _eWTTSSHID 6T 6T6VVTLI LITWL S@GHD Ui (Plghs8HTi  (§)sVd %D
@)siTemowiTeT  6T6dTH. 6T @eu  GlUTHETLUMHMY!  euHD CLWGTVTD  @)HGHM]  eTETLIG)
EuUDLIL@BID. 6TOTMI QUEDTHGISTET alleTHBID HTNTSHHHL. (Bsuaenruiley, sprit (1pighsCHTi
B)VEHTID TN LGS Inihgl ChTEHsHss555. 6slleusdflepeowmi 2 56T EHSE
6TeLEVTLD GILIT(HhSIW sp(h ClLTEI B)VIHBMTHMS 6TevvTewflWjsiTaTTi 6TedTLIGI GoTLfluilwevTid S,
aflwlisouuyd waElpFfevwuyd Smo CFuGwurgd.. Crrid Fribskdl (Noam Chomsky) erssrm
GuirGumm Gwrfluilwed Cweng, Reflections on Language steirm sib mredlsv Common grammar
(Qurgiailevgsenrio) unn  allfleurss  AbSdgiererTi. GQurg  @evsslwid  eTedTm
Cariurliyswer @evdsdlwealweori  sTanramieugh G, CuTgh Gevdbsewrd uHBlw
Gariur’yewer Gwrhlullweoreri sTaRTanSlSTDTT. @)OTewMEHE @euidHsT (F)HIBITLD
TSN GHLI LIV BTHDOTTHSL & WPeTCL @) HSEI OHlieuFFHlemeowiTi o6 SBlewruilsd
erered Hmomerrs CaurerPluillhsssy  allwlillenestd SmAMHI. eTedouensF GlFTLSILD
CuTmentewi C5Mgev,. GlFTeTewin CBfHeL sTedTn @) HBlewsvuiledr eTedTLIT GlHTELSHTLILNWIT.
@eunmisit  QuTmeTenwplewuilemers  uPPlw  afleTdBHd  Fmihgl  CHTEBSHHEEFI.
O iieudgHeneowimi GlLIT(HETENLD Blewev aupshalenId FTeaTGnTi GFiiujeTssgIb LuileTm
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QUHBLTEID, Feueups@Gs SUDHTL U UHnbhgh sl Ddleurewr Cord@GsedlarTaniib,
@evssewtid @l LUTHD 2 ewTTeuTi HYHVTID THSEH RSTTTUNESTTIT....6TeTM)
sTSlyerer 2 wrliuGgGd srewTsHEsgl. OsTevsTULIWT  CFTeTeny  6HMHe)I%EHSS T
Fn(HBHOTHT PVEHHMTLD FonPlujsiTenrmi. GlLIT(HeTEnLd Blewsvuilewer @evdhmHent 9 nlailssTmlu)ib
L, SOIDBTLIgH LIDhg eueTihgleumd GlLHLESST sp(h LTHWLTeUL Lflhg Cl&TsrEneut
eTedTm) eTewTewileormi. SHLOPGImifluilest Fewr GBHILD LwenTdHed Gluflw Lrgliiy spesTmiid
allewarbgl allLailsDemsV 6T6TLIGI j6ul &([HHSHIHH T ELD.

FBIS STV PH5C0 PSSV LVGIT CuaGeauri eurenflaghdler LT HL(HLD
TFIW, SHeweV, FIOWILD HTTNIOTHALD UbGI6TaTes . SLOIPTHEBLD Y UIVBT(HBEHD ST
ClFstTM) 6ITETEDTIT. [OEETLEIT I L (HmallerTsv SLOPEIomLflufled YgIFCFTH S E1HLD
YSIL6UT(heTaEeh HDPlpsh D sler. eTaflanib, eweu GlLTHewTewn Cgfsemsvls GlLHLD
gerain@gl  urdlsgiallailemev. @euayswrds @Golulerme, :Crrilw  Gwrifser
uveupPley  eilswerbgleter  wTrHDBIGasT eTalhGHs Sl  GluflsrTs  LTHDID
Blaspbgial_allsVensv sTerLig 2 enrriiLi(hin. 9 56lal (Hocket) srssrenib Gumluiluisv omlepi,
UGSTID HITMHMTessTLy6sT By BISIGeVWwI(HLD @) (HUSTLD BTMHMTEsTy 6T By BISICevwi(HLd Cb(Hdb&H G
FHhIHSHT6L spHeuewy pheui Liflbgl Gsmsrer wril L riger.(afigGuim, pafer Glorlulluiedlsy
o UTLGpM] - HCerrOlmerigd wrHmmiser upMlw S wTwid) eTerm) &GMIILI(HFHeMeV BTLD
6TeROTeus L ILITT &% GausssT(HID.

USGSTID BIMHDTERTI6V 6UTLPHS 9 hISGeVWIST sp(houehT (Q)bd HITMMITETIGED 6UTLHLD
YBIFCOWT  QPHEUMSTF  FhFlbed am (Pruiler, emeuir Guiflemest  WHEMTHeuT
YyfbgiGsmerar wpiguwirg eralH@l Glum wrhmmiser euisd Curifluilsd erhul (HsTersr.
eTevfledr, QBTVSTOLIWT SHTVSHH BVVGI @ITFITFST HTVSHIS SLOD LD 69 (H6U6IT
B)&HTVHSHISH SLOD LDHET 6P(HEUMHETH HTHTLIGTH WeUSHEH|d6lBTEITL_T6V, §p(HEUT 63 (HEUSHTF
QFurgl oerailGeenid Lflhgl Gl&Terensui srerLgh HTeit Ggpuleudfeneowriledr &HHba.
SWVBTL L 6uii LiswL sT(RLILNeTTaILD, HevLILNesrmepitd, Ordlwied, FLowd, HevVel &ryewrLoTsHeayLD
SLOPTSH6T. HBIGHET SH6¥lSHBHHTEWOUTHT (B)LPHEBTEWLOSGTIW (IPSHSTTEVTID HEUTHET LILPEHLD
allposerTs allormdlwenw@uw  erewrevrid. GgmevsrTiilwi eflermeyd allepLwjidb LHHlw
QBT ewwliyssemears Apliurss GDlsg6TarTi. 'HwL (D uTPHHUIID SHsvall
BlewevuileVitd oTHGT sTeueurTm) allerreysed GCousndr(Rd, eilewl LSTHL CousHdT(HD 6T6TM
Qumrmentewiouilsy, “GFLIyD alflerTayd aupred @ouey” (Ggmev., Br. 201) sTedin o) ewevTF
GHIHBITLD Wb GI6TeNS|. ClFileudFlensowimi,

2 _V&E5SIL1 CILIT[HET 2 65T 551D ClFTELElISVEVEVTLD

aflerreyb GF i & T HeTCL6 Bl%pSHedl6ir,

M a(LPAITLDEV Fn D CaueisTBHID (G\HTev., Hr. 110)
eTedTm) U HHdl 2 ewywr CeusnTigiser (poheirewioullenssrd sl qermi. @)bHTHUTIN S,
@eribyrentic  erpSlujeitar 2 _swyulley, eileTT eTHITAIDTTHL, 676DV, LMISGHD, 2 MM
2 _MISH6V, 2 _MIUGH| Fn M6V, 2 L IDLIQSHEY 6Tadrd GF L) mieuensIILIBID 6TeTMID, jMluwimest
allerrsev, HWICUTLILS SHTEOTL 6V, MWLMISGHD, eusTPley Hrer CHTL v, Gliiweunadd
STLL 6V sTewr ailewTT g0bg euewSHLILIRID 6TTMID aileTdh LD HevrL_Ti. CFaTTeuswIW(HLD LM @HLD
CaumiGoumy eilemdsd gmpleri. erevfledr, CguleuddemevwiTi sphHeuisTerT CFLILY BT6TS,
auensHLILIBILD 6TTMILD, jeweu HIeWwlHH Fnmev, Fn Pl B Cwriflse, aiarrTal allBsHsH60, euril
QUTOTTH (HSHHV eTdTMID 6T(HHSHIH FnPleorTi. ‘Glewflbgl Fmmevreug Camerluig C&HGwT
sreTmeulfl GBI eTadaTmId, F Pl (B OGwrhlsevTeug: GFsseusst UlpliurGerr ereTmeuLf)
uUPOWSSIDHSTEeTT, DGt sTaTM6L. allewrrall aill(hoHHe0 sTedTLSH (LPL WL pSHEHT LisH6T

Be Eco-friendly



& Academic Research News

Academic Research News .
Peer-Reviewed Journal

51
Volume 3, Issue 2, December 2025 E-ISSN: 2584-167X

epSHSCHT eTTMoULY] 6TIDIPL WL & 6TLILIEHST 6TTM6V. QUTII QUTOTTEDLOWITOIG  DpHTWILIL,
BTEMT FCHT 6THTMTTdHE 2 eDTWTLTEWLD' 6T6dTU(HLD SjeUTHID 2 ewTLiLGHd], SLOP6V 6T(PHD
sUuiuHm Cuerssds sriLlwd 9w wenllGuwasensvulley, TEhd WTHSML MU )Lg 6T
wenfllGuEmedsGLl  CUMHSS SHS5SHIUSSIOT. IRLILUSLE  SHSSHISHHMTL L s (HLD
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Abstract

The integrity of academic research underpins both university reputations and social
advancement. Nevertheless, the demand to publish is commonly described as “publish or
perish” and has established conditions that encourage unethical conduct, especially in
university Research and Development (R&D) Cells. This paper investigates serious
misconduct involving senior research leaders, including Research and Development
Directors, Deans and research supervisors, who enable or fail to prevent the use of
fraudulent articles and publications in non-indexed or predatory journals to secure thesis
approval. Such conduct undermines the standard of doctoral training and also damages
institutional credibility. The study synthesises existing guidance issued by international
organisations that promote academic integrity, including the Committee on Publication
Ethics (COPE), the World Association of Medical Editors (WAME), and the Directory of
Open Access Journals (DOAJ). It evaluates the legal and institutional penalties that may be
imposed under both Indian and international legal frameworks to discourage this type of
fraud in Research and Development Cells of Universities. The paper highlights the penalties
for academic fraud, explicit institutional policies, and strict compliance with indexing
standards, all of which are indispensable for protecting research integrity. By combining
punitive measures with educational initiatives, universities can cultivate a culture grounded
in honesty and accountability to safeguard academic integrity. The findings indicate that
restoring confidence in the academic system and ensuring that only original, high-quality
research is authorised for thesis submission depends critically on a clear definition of
misconduct alongside transparent investigation procedures.

Keywords: Research Misconduct, Predatory Journals, Academic Integrity, University Policy,
Research and Development.

Introduction

University systems rest on a foundation of trust. Society assumes that the research
conducted within their institutions is honest, genuinely original, and makes a substantive
contribution to human knowledge. However, in recent years, this confidence has been
weakened by an increase in questionable research practices. Academics and doctoral
candidates face overwhelming pressure to publish. Publishing output is the dominant measure
for career progression, funding, and institutional rankings. In this context, academia has
unintentionally fostered a harmful dimension: predatory publishing and research fraud. The
issue is particularly acute within universities’ Research and Development (R&D) sections.
These departments are tasked with overseeing the quality and integrity of research, especially
at the doctoral level. The approval of a thesis for submission is a final and critical
gatekeeping step. When Research and Development Cell Directors, Deans, and research
supervisors fail in this duty or, worse, actively participate in fraud and the consequences are
severe. They compromise the education of future scholars and devalue the currency of a
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doctoral degree. This paper examines the penalties that should be imposed on these senior
figures for misconduct related to the selection of fraudulent articles and the use of predatory
journals for thesis acceptance. This issue spans a far-reaching domain. Predatory journals—
frequently absent from reputable indexing platforms such as Scopus and the Web of Science
(WQOS) by Clarivate Analytics impose publication charges while offering neither peer review
nor editorial support. Their operation exists primarily to extract value from the academic
system’s pressure to publish. When supervisors and higher officials of research and
development approve or actively promote publication in these outlets, they contribute to and
share responsibility for a broader, systemic breakdown. This paper examines the contours of
this misconduct, specifies the functions and duties of key stakeholders, and describes the
sanctions available under both Indian and international law. It will further rely on the ethical
guidance issued by prominent organisations like COPE, WAME, and DOAJ to recommend a
comprehensive framework that universities can implement to address this problem.
Understanding Research Misconduct

Research misconduct is not a single act but a spectrum of illegal behaviours in
academic publishing. It includes fabrication of data, falsification of results, plagiarism and Al
writing. However, in the context of thesis submission, a more subtle form of misconduct
occurs when articles are selected and accepted from predatory journals or non-indexed
sources. This practice undermines the very purpose of a doctoral thesis: to contribute original
and significant research to a field. A key problem is the “publish or perish” culture in
academia. Many Indian universities and international institutions require PhD candidates to
publish research before submitting their thesis. This requirement is a well-intentioned effort
to ensure research productivity. However, the pressure it creates can prompt candidates and
their supervisors to take the path of least resistance, often leading to predatory journals. These
journals mimic legitimate publications but lack the rigorous peer review process that
validates scientific work. The problem is compounded when R&D Directors and Deans, who
are responsible for enforcing quality standards, look the other way or, in some cases, actively
endorse these practices to inflate the university’s publication numbers. The significance of
this issue extends beyond the individual case. When fraudulent research enters the public
domain, it can mislead future researchers and waste public funds. It can even have serious
implications in fields like medicine or engineering, where flawed research can lead to
dangerous practices. Therefore, the penalty for these actions must be severe enough to deter
both the individual supervisor and the institution as a whole.

Defining Roles and Responsibilities

To appropriately assign penalties, it is essential to define the roles of the individuals
involved clearly.

The Research and Development Cell Directors and Deans are the senior
administrators and the custodians of research quality. Their responsibilities include
establishing clear policies for thesis submission, verifying the legitimacy of journals, and
ensuring that all research complies with ethical standards. They are the final authority on
whether a thesis is acceptable for submission and evaluation. Their primary duty is to protect
the university’s academic reputation. Therefore, when they fail to implement robust
verification mechanisms or knowingly approve theses containing low-quality or fraudulent
work, their negligence constitutes administrative malpractice.

The Associate and Assistant Directors often serve as the operational arm of the
research and development department. They manage the day-to-day processes of thesis
review and journal verification. They are responsible for screening journals against
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recognised indices like Scopus, WOS, and the DOAJ list. When they are complicit in
approving publications from non-indexed or predatory sources, they directly facilitate the
misconduct. Their penalty must reflect their role in the system’s operational failure.

The Research Supervisors are the primary mentor and guide for a doctoral candidate.
Their role is to ensure the scientific validity and ethical integrity of the student’s work. They
are the first line of defence against poor-quality research. A supervisor who encourages a
student to publish in a predatory journal, or who fails to exercise due diligence in reviewing
the quality of the student’s publications, is guilty of a fundamental breach of their academic
duty. Their actions compromise their student’s education and future career.
Legal and Ethical Frameworks for Penalties

The penalties for such misconduct can be drawn from several sources, creating a
comprehensive framework for accountability.
International Ethical Guidelines

Organisations like COPE and WAME provide clear and globally recognised
standards. COPE’s core principles emphasise transparency and integrity in all aspects of
publication. Their guidelines require institutions to have clear policies for handling
allegations of misconduct. A key penalty suggested by these bodies is the retraction of
published articles and the issuance of formal sanctions against the individuals involved.
WAME specifically addresses predatory journals, advising editors and institutions to be
vigilant and avoid any association with them. Adhering to the DOAJ’s list of legitimate open-
access journals is a primary step in ensuring journal quality. These guidelines are not laws,
but they are the professional standards to which all reputable universities and researchers are
expected to adhere. Failure to follow them is a professional failing that justifies penalties
such as loss of membership in professional societies or removal from editorial boards (COPE
2023; WAME 2024).
Indian Legal and Regulatory Framework

In India, the University Grants Commission (UGC) is the primary regulatory body. It
has issued regulations, such as the UGC (Promotion of Academic Integrity and Prevention of
Plagiarism in Higher Educational Institutions) Regulations, 2018. This regulation mandates
that universities establish an Academic Integrity Panel (AIP) to handle cases of plagiarism
and other forms of misconduct. The UGC also provides a list of approved journals (the UGC-
CARE list), which is a powerful tool for universities to verify journal legitimacy. Penalties
under the UGC framework can include the cancellation of the degree awarded, the
withdrawal of the supervisor’s eligibility to guide future research for a specified period, and
the dismissal of the faculty member from their post. The UGC regulations are legally binding
for all Indian universities and provide a strong foundation for punitive action against R&D
leaders and supervisors (UGC 2018).
International Legal Precedents

Globally, legal action is more common in cases of medical or scientific fraud that
directly harm the public. However, universities in countries like the United States, the United
Kingdom, and Australia have robust internal policies that carry severe penalties. These
penalties can range from termination of employment and a permanent bar from holding
academic positions to the forfeiture of research grants. The key difference is that while
criminal liability is rare, professional and administrative penalties are common and severe.
These international institutions serve as a model for Indian universities, demonstrating that a
strong stance against misconduct is not only possible but expected of a world-class
educational institution (Meyer et al. 2022).
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Specific Penalties for Misconduct

A tiered system of penalties is the most effective approach, as it allows the
punishment to fit the severity of the misconduct.

For Research and Development Directors and Deans, the penalties should be
administrative and reputational. A proven failure to ensure the quality of the articles
published and the originality of the submitted theses should lead to a formal censure from the
university’s governing body. They should be removed from their administrative position and
barred from holding any similar leadership role for a significant period (e.g., five years).
Furthermore, the university should issue a public statement acknowledging the failure to
maintain transparency and protect the integrity of future graduates.

For Associate and Assistant Directors, The penalties should focus on their operational
failures. This could include demotion to a non-administrative faculty role, a permanent black
mark on their service record and a mandatory period of retraining on research ethics and
journal verification. If their misconduct was proven to be intentional, more severe penalties,
such as termination of employment, are justified.

For Research Supervisors, the penalties must be severe. The UGC regulations suggest
that a supervisor found guilty of facilitating misconduct should be barred from supervising
any new PhD candidates for 3 to 5 years. In egregious cases, they should permanently lose
their eligibility to serve as a supervisor. Their name should be placed on a public list of
supervisors barred from guiding research, which is a strong deterrent (Ali and Shah 2024).
Furthermore, any article they have published that is linked to the fraudulent thesis should be
subject to retraction, as per COPE guidelines.

If misconduct is being done for money as bribe for accepting non-indexed papers
from discontinued list of journals from SCOPUS, WOS or from UGC CARE List after its
dissolution, it should be considered as an academic crime and legal and administrative
penalties ought to be taken by the HEI against whoever involved in the mean act.
Institutional Penalties

The university itself must face consequences. If a pattern of misconduct is discovered,
the university’s accreditation could be at risk. The National Assessment and Accreditation
Council (NAAC) in India could downgrade the university’s rating, which has significant
financial and reputational consequences. This institutional pressure is crucial, as it
incentivises the university leadership to enforce policies that prevent misconduct at the source
(Duke 2023).

Role of COPE, WAME, and DOAJ in Prevention of Academic Fraud

While penalties are a reactive measure, prevention is far more effective. The
guidelines from COPE, WAME, and DOAJ provide the tools for a proactive strategy. The
DOAJ is an essential resource. It is a curated list of high-quality, peer-reviewed open-access
journals. Universities should mandate that all publications submitted for thesis consideration
must be from journals listed in the DOAJ or in established indexes like Scopus or WOS. This
simple step eliminates the problem of predatory journals at the source. COPE’s flowcharts for
handling misconduct allegations provide a structured, fair process for investigations. These
flowcharts ensure that due process is followed, protecting both the accused and the
complainant. WAME’s recommendations stress the importance of educating editors,
reviewers, and researchers about predatory journals. They recommend that universities host
regular workshops and seminars to raise awareness about these threats. In India, the UGC-
CARE list is a national equivalent of these international resources. By aligning university
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policy with these international guidelines, institutions can create a strong, defensible, and
ethical framework for research oversight (Wager and Kleinert 2021).
Recommended Policy Framework for Universities

On the above analysis, universities should implement a comprehensive policy with the
following core elements such as Mandatory Journal Verification, Clear and Public Policy on
Misconduct, Mandatory Training and Transparent Investigation Process.

While doing the mandatory journal verification, the research and development
department must create a checklist for verifying the legitimacy of any journal submitted for a
thesis. This includes checking the journal against the DOAJ, WOS, Scopus, and the UGC-
CARE list (For reference only). The verification must be documented and signed off by the
Associate Director. Then, the university must have a publicly available clear and public
policy on misconduct that clearly defines what constitutes research misconduct. It must
explicitly state that publishing in predatory journals constitutes misconduct. The policy must
also detail the investigation process and the penalties for each offender category. All faculty
members, especially research supervisors and research and development staff, must undergo
mandatory, annual training on research ethics. This training should cover topics like detecting
predatory journals, understanding plagiarism, and reporting misconduct. The University must
establish an independent research integrity committee, as mandated by the UGC to conduct a
transparent investigation process at the times of discrepancies at the lower to the higher
levels. This committee should be composed of members from within and, ideally, outside the
university to ensure impartiality. Its findings and decisions should be transparent.

Conclusion

The integrity of the doctoral degree is a cornerstone of the academic enterprise. When
R&D Directors, Deans, and research supervisors fail to uphold this integrity by allowing or
encouraging the use of fraudulent articles and predatory journals, they are committing a
profound betrayal of academic values. The penalties for such actions must be clear,
consistent, and severe enough to deter. A multi-layered approach that combines
administrative sanctions, professional disqualification, and institutional consequences is
necessary. The framework for this approach already exists. The guidelines from COPE,
WAME, and the DOAJ provide a clear ethical roadmap. The UGC regulations provide the
legal teeth in India, while international precedents show what is possible when institutions
take a firm stand. The solution is not merely punitive but also preventative. By mandating
journal verification, providing comprehensive training, and fostering a culture of
transparency, universities can protect their reputations and the value of the degrees they
award. The future of research depends on the willingness of academic leaders to say “no” to
the shortcuts of predatory publishing and to invest in the slow, rigorous work of genuine
scholarship. The price of prestige is not worth the cost of integrity.

Checklist for Finding Original Journals for Publication at R&D Cells

This checklist is designed for Research and Development staff to verify the originality
of a journal before accepting it for thesis submission.

Table 1: Criteria for Finding Original Journals

Status (Pass
S. No. Criteria Action / Verification Step / Fail / Not Remarks
Applicable)
1. Indexing in Check if the journal is indexed
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S. No.

Criteria

Action / Verification Step

Status (Pass
/ Fail / Not
Applicable)

Remarks

Major
Databases

in Scopus, Web of Science
(WQS), or the UGC-
CARE list. Visit the official
websites of these databases
and search for the journal title
or ISSN.

DOAJ Listing

Verify if the journal is listed in

the Directory of Open Access

Journals (DOAJ). A legitimate
open-access journal should
appear in this curated list.

Publisher
Legitimacy

Examine the journal's website.
It must display a clear physical
address, a genuine editorial
board with recognised experts,
and a transparent peer-review

policy.

Peer-Review
Policy

Read the journal's peer-review
policy. It should specify the
type of review (e.g., single-
blind, double-blind) and the
approximate timeline for the

review process.

Article
Processing
Charges (APCs)

Check if the publication fees
are clearly stated on the
website. The fees should be
reasonable and proportional to
the journal's scope. Avoid
journals with unusually low or
excessively high charges. If
fees are predatory and hidden
avoid or bar these journals
from the white list of the
university.

Publication
Timeline

Assess the promised
publication timeline. Very
short turnaround times (e.g.,
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S. No. Criteria

Action / Verification Step

Status (Pass
/ Fail / Not
Applicable)

Remarks

1-2 weeks from submission to
acceptance) are a major red
flag for predatory journals.

Editorial Board
Authenticity

Verify the credentials of the
editors and board members.
Check their institutional
affiliations and publication
records to ensure they are
recognised scholars in the
field.

Check National
ISSN Centre
and

8 International
Portal ISSN and
Archiving
Status

Confirm that the journal has a
valid ISSN (International
Standard Serial Number).

Also, check if the journal is
archived in reputable digital
repositories
like Portico or CLOCKSS,
Internet Archive.

Plagiarism, Al,
Retraction and
Correction
Policy/

9 Suggestive

Parameters for
Peer-Reviewed
Journals UGC
2025 Guidelines

Ensure the journal has a clear,
publicly available policy on
Plagiarism and Al screening,
corrections, errata, and
retractions. This policy should
align with the guidelines set
by COPE. The R & D should
ensure the parameters for the
Peer-Reviewed Journals as
indicated by the UGC for the
preparation of the white list of
journals for the University.

Archival Access

10 to Past Articles

Check whether previously
published articles from the
journal are accessible online.
They should be professionally
formatted, have clear
metadata, and be available in
full text.
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Instructions for Research and Development Staff:
The check list has to be followed by the staff to ensure the credibility of the journals.

To make them sure the R & D staff ought to follow the following steps.

1. Every column under "Status™ must be filled before approving any journal for thesis
submission.

2. If any criterion is marked "Fail", the journal must be rejected, and the candidate or
supervisor should be informed in writing with the reason.

3. The "Remarks" column should be used for additional notes, such as the date of
verification or any observed discrepancies.

4. This checklist must be signed by the Associate Director or the designated R&D officer,
and the signed copy must be kept on record for future audits.
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